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Introduction

hilst researching the history of the Webb family
gl a AYGSNBadAy3a GKFG R3 \ KS MT N
the occupation Miller and/or Baker feature@ek, :
prominently throughout the3 Sy SN A2y ao L
were Webb millers recorded tbughout Cambridgeshire and
G0KS wmMynnQa Iftaz2z NBO2NRSR
Lincolnshire and Hertfordshire.

Often where the father was a miller other members of his fa
followed in his footsteps, sometimes working with their fath
before moving to a mill of their own or taking over the mill whe
father retired or died. Sometimes where older brothers we
working in the mill the younger siblings worked as bakers in
family bake house, sometimes working as millers in later life
continuing as bakers.

from the Lord of the Manor although in some cases the mil
owned the mill.

After World War 1 the demise of th&/indmill was rapid. As
steam power developed, the uncertain power of the wir
became less and less economical, and we are left today wi
tiny fraction of the elegant structures that once extracted pow
from the wind.

Today, thanks to restoration angreservation throughout the
country, it will be possible for future generations to enjoy tt
sight of these magnificent windmills and enjoy their history.
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Fens. It is almost certain that before Stephen Webb (b 1771
Ancestors were also Millers.
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The Webb Family Fenland Millers

Stephen Webb
born 1771 in Croxton, Cambridgeshire

Stephen was the steprother of William (b 1782) andofin (b 1791). In the 1861 census,
aged 90, he was a Miller (presumably retired!) living in Toseland, Huntingdonshire. It was
recorded that Stephen was a Miller at Toseland in 1847.

William Webb
born 1782 in Eltisley, Cambridgeshire

William was the brotkr of John (b 1791) and stdpother of Stephen (b 1771). In 1851
William was a Miller and lived with his wife, Sophia (nee Fletcher) and their daughter
Elizabeth at a cottage in Mill Stre&amlingay Cambridgeshire.

John Webb
born 1791 in Gamlingay, @abridgeshire

John was the brother of William (b 1782) and stapther of Stephen
(b 1771). IMl841John was a Miller and lived with his wife Esther (n
Cross) and their children aroxton Mill Cambridgeshire (picturec
right). In the census of thategr it was recorded that his son Joseph
1825) was also a Miller at the mill.

Thomas Webb
born 1812 in Eltisley, Cambridgeshire

Thomas was the son of John (b 1791)1841 Thomas

lived with his second wife Jemima (nee Docwra) and
family in Eltisleyand was aBaker By 1851 the family

had moved to Orwell, Cambridgeshire where they lived

in Orwell Street. In the census of that year Thomas was
RSaONAOGSR a | . F{1SNRa alyo
in Great Gransden, Huntingdonshire (pictured left)
where Thomas was the Miller and also a Farmer of 12
acres. They lived at the Mill House. It is recorded that they were still living at the Mill House
in the 1871 & 1881 censuses.




THE LEGEND OF GREAT GRANSDEN MILL
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would take it into the town to sell it, hid it in the mill and forgot about it.

The mill suddenly stopped working and remaindte for three years though Millwrights
could find nothing wrong with it. The miller became almost bankrupt.

Then a grandson came to live with the Webbs, heard the story, found the book in the mill
and his grandmother burnt it. At once the mill began wort, slowly at first but increasing in
speed as the book was gradually destroyed.

William Webb
born 1&81in Eltisley, Cambridgeshire

William was the son of John (b 1791) and t
brother of Thomas (b 1812), Joseph (b 1825)
Charles John (b 1834). Ir851 William lived in a
Tenement in Main Road, Toft, Cambridgesh
where he was a Miller at Toft Windmill (picture ¥
right), employing one man, his brother
John who was also a Journeyman Miller. By 18
William and his wife Elizabeth had moved
Chapel Lane, Langford, Bedfordshire and by 1871 he was a Miller at Ellington,
Huntingdonshire.

Joseph Webb
born 1825 in Eltisley, Cambridgeshire

Josephwas theson of Johr(b 1791)and brother of Thomagb 1812), William (b 1821) and
Charles John (b B38). By 1851 Joseph had taken over as Miller at Croxton Mill from his
father and lived there with his wife Eliza (nee Harradine) until sometime before 1858. By
1858 the family had moved to Emneth, Norfolk
where they lived at Gaultree where Joseph was a
Mader Miller. From 1858 until 1865 Joseph was
Miller at both Emneth smock mill and Emneth
tower mill. On the 1871 census Joseph was a
Miller & Baker in Pinchbeck West, Lincolnshire.
After Outwell smock mill, Cambridgeshire
(pictured left) was advertised folet in 1876;
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Joseph became the Miller until it was put up for let again in 1881.
was unemployed at the time of the 1881 census. The 1891 cel
sees the family living at 5 Norfolk Street West and he was Mille
2 a40SOK [ Sl OKQa&a a iktrédzright). IFhom NIFOE N .
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To be Sold by Auction by Mr Thomas Hodson at the Queens Head, Emneth in the (
Norfolk on Thursday the 18th October 1863 at six for seven o'clock in the evening.

Freehold Brick Tower Corn WindmillthwiPatent Sails, 3 pairs Stones & other going

complete, situate in the centre of Emneth Gaultree next the public highway & also that D
House & Shop with Bake house & oven, Stable & other outbuildings & all that newly
Cottage near adjoiing, together with about 30 acres of land & garden ground upon whic
mill & house are built, situate at the Gaultree aforesaid next the highway south & we:
cottage & land of John Jenkinson north & the Queens Head east.

Wisbech, 21.9.1863 G. & FEM. Metcalf
Solicitors. Wisbech

Wisbech Advertiser21st September 1863

To be Sold by Auction by Mr Thomas Berry at the Public Hall, Wisbech on 24 September
o'clock in the afternoon precisely. Brick Tower & Wind Corn Mill with PatentZSpdss Frenc
Stones & one pair grey stones, cylinder, Dressing machine & other going gear complete, ¢
the middle of Emneth Gaultree next the public highway, & all that Dwelling House. The
premises are now in the occupation of Mr. Thomiag K

F. M. & F. Metcalfe
Wisbech Advertiser8th September 1874
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his wind. Presumably this was tNetional Schodbuilt in 1859.

The Miller at the time waJoseph Web® €


http://www.norfolkmills.co.uk/

Charles John Webb
born 1834 in Croxton, Cambridgeshire

Charles John was the sonJuthn (b 1791) and brother of Thomas (b 1812), William (b 1821)
and Joseph (b 1825). In 1851 Charles was a Journeyman Miller, working with his brother
William at Toft Windmill.

John Webb
born 1839in Bourn, Cambridgeshire

Johnwas the son of Thomas (b 1812) and brother of William Jabez (b 1850) and Stephen (b
Mypcuo® LY mMycwm W2KYy gla I . 1SN IO KAa Tl K¢
By 1871 he and his wife Harriet (nee Lunniss) had moved to Hertfordshire where they lived

at 2 Vine Cottages, Stapleford where John was a Mitlés. also documented thath 1877

John was a Miller in Kimboltorjuntingdorshire. Before 1891 the family had moved to

Ashwell, Hertfordshire where Johon the census of that yeawas again a Nler and a

Baker & Bread Maker on the 1901 census.

William Jabez Webb
born 1850in Orwell, Cambridgeshire

William Jabeavas the son of Thomas (b 1812) and brother of John (b 1839). William was a
Miller at Great Gransden in 1871, moving with his wife Jaree Hodge) before 1881 to
Gilston, Hertfordshire where he was a Miller. The family returned to Great Gransden before
1891 to take over as Miller from his father Thomas and moved into the Mill House. William
Jabez was Miller at Great Gransden until hiatten 1912.

William John Webb
born 1852 n Croxton, Cambridgeshire

William John (pictured left) was the son of Joseph (b 1825) and brother

of Ebenezer (b 1868). In 1881 William lived at Holbeach Hurn Bank
with his first wife Elizabeth Ann (nee Loveldawas a Corn Miller. In
MyycX | FGEGSNI 9tAT I0oSikQa RSIF{GKXEZ KS
Smith)in 1890 By the following year, 1891 the family had moved to
Moulton, Lincolnshire where William was the Miller. The 1891 census
describes him as a Life Asaoce Agent. Whether his change in
employment was due to repair to the storm damage to the sails in

1894 or the mill being taken over is uncertain, but by the 1911 census
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William was the Miller againHis

second wife, Rose Ellen Francis (nee

Smith) owned aGrocers & Drapers

Shop in Moulton. The photo (right)

was taken circa 1908 and shows

Rose Ellen in the shop doorway with

some of her children.One of

2Af Al YQa azyas DS2NHS> FTNRY
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Rose Ellen (nee Minns) and moved

from Theddéthorpe, Lincolnshire to

Salford, Manchestefsee Bakers section)n 1940, their youngest daughter, Doris, married
Frederick Exton. Fred was a Miller at the Hovis factory in Trafford Park, Manchester, as was
his father William.

Stephen Webb

born 1856in GreatGransden, Huntingdonshire

Stephen was the youngest son of Thomas (b 1812) and brother of John

(b 1839) and William Jabez (b 1850). In 1881 Stephen was a Miller at his
FIGKSNDa YAttt Ay DNBFG DNIYyarRSy | yR
had mowed with his wife Ann Severina (nee Munton) and son to Jubilee

Row in Eaton Soton, Bedfordshire (pictured left) where he was the

Miller. The 1911 census reports that he was a Miller living in Walsoken,
Wisbech.
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Ebenezer Webb
born 1868 n Pinchbeck, Lincobkhire

Ebenezer was the son of Joseph (b 1825) and the brother of Wil 7,
W2KYy 606 MypHO® LY wmMydm 906SySI
with his father Joseph. From 1892 until 1900 and again in 1903 he
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