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Society News

The April meeting featured Peter Ibbett talking about the history
of thc Market Square on which he grew up. He traced its early
history in Medieval times when the market area stretched [rom the
Brook to the current site of the square. The market developed nte
one of the best in the county with the building of a fine markct house
and butchers shambles by the early 1800’s. The eruption of an
Icelandic volcano in 1783 helped to cause an exceptionally hot
summer and a ‘Great Fire” which burnt our King Street and part of
the Square resulted in a Georgian rebuilding of the Tysoe side of the
square. The railway contributed towards a decline in the market and
its lairs. which had gone by the 1930’s. The rebuilding of the old
buildings in the 1950°s and the upgrading of the Squarc in the last
couple of years have enhanced the community centre of the town.

A new leaflet, ‘Poetton Market Square Walk’, was launched at the
meeting and is available locally and from the socicty. together with 2
reprint of a booklet on the Square.

In May Anna Mercer, the Curator of St. Neots Museum, talked
about the social history of ladies underwear by using a range of
samples from the muscum’s collection. Throughout most of history
valuable wool and linen material was constantly adapted and reused.
The advent of the British Empire produced new fashions and
materials giving a wider range of undergarments. The advent of the
cyching era produced a demand for more practicable clothing and the
production of artificial fibres allowed both practicability and fashion
to become affordable for all.

George Howe and Peter Ibbett combined their talents for the
June meeting with a presentation on the history of King Street. The
present Tesco site has seen four major changes over the last 100
years, with the loss of a 1700’s farmhouse and its replacement with
one that was owned in the 1930°s by Fred Tear. This was in tumn
replaced by a 1960°s industrial development before thc final
redevelopment as the current Tesco site. The great fire in 1783
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burnt King Street, from its Spencer Close starting point to the
Market Square, subsequently giving the street a late Georgian
character. Timber framed thatched cottages were replaced at the
Manor c¢nd of King Street in the carly 1900°s to provide a better
standard of housing for the growing population. King Street has lost
three of its public houscs:- The Bird In Hand: The Horse and Jockey
and the New Inn leaving only the George & Dragon today.,

The July meeting took the form ot a visit to the British School
Museum al Hitchin. In 1808 Joseph Lancaster visited Hilchin and
inspired local solicitor and landowner William Wilshere to open
Hertfordshire™s first monitorial school.  Society members were
treated to two Victorian style lessons including less intelligent and
well behaved members being required 1o wear a dunces cap and take
a caning! Members also enjoyed viewing the museum displays and
visiting the schoolmaster’s house.

An evening on the 1960's in Potton, presented by George Howe
and Peter Ibbett, featured at our August meeting. Matenal from the
Society archives was displayed on a new set of Society boards and
also across three tables. The population of Potton grew from 2070
to 3026 during the decade. It was still a market gardening and land
settlement town at that time, with one of the best tanneries in
England. Old buildings such as the Hollies were swept away and
new businesses such as the Silver-Felber group and Potton Timber
appeared. The railway station closed and new housing appeared in
areas such as Spencer Close and Judith Gardens. The materials
stimulated memories and discussion that were recorded to add to the
socicty archives.

In September David Short came along for his third visit to the
society, this time to give an illustrated talk about “The History of
Surnames”. In the very early days, especially in small villages, most
ordinary folk did not have a swname. Everyone knew each other
and so the first, or christian name was the only name they required
to identify each other. Asthe country became more populated and
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especially in towns ete the need to identify one another became more
essential. David explained how surnames could come from trades
ie. carpenter, cooper, brewer, ctc.  Some would derive from the
place a person came from ie. someone moving from Potton to a new
place, might become known as Potton. He went on to give various
other ways in which surnames evolved. Peter Ibbeit had previcnsly
sent a selection of surnames of the good people of Potton for David
to descibe how they might have come about or where from.

The Potton Car

What is the next step to take for the continued restoration and
preservation of "Little Eve"? On the advice of our Chief Mechanical
Engineer, Brian, a strip down of the engine would be very sensible
for the following reasons. To sec what state the engine is in inside.
Although the engine will and has run, it would be foolish to just
kecp running it and hope for the best. Once it is stripped down we
can see if and which parts require replacement, There are no spares
available as far as we have been able to ascertain and so we will
have to look at the cost involved with any new parts. This is
because any parts required will have to be made specially. There are
places and people who do this sort of thing but as one-off's they
come at a cost,

We can only hope at this stage, any remedial work will not be wo
costly. The benifits of carrying this work out are that we won't be
running her until something goes wrong. This could possibly then
become an enormous expence to rectify any damage. Also it we can
strip, check and replace any wormn parts, this work should assure the
future of Little Eve to be able to run for a good while.

She put in an appearance at the Bedfordshirc Local History
Conference hosted by our PHS at Potton this year. She should be at
Potton Show and we have been invited to take her to a show at
Meldreth. It will be after thesc appcarances before the above work
will commence.

Party on Potton 2010

Many will be aware that the good folk of Potton have always
been up to celebrate over the years. Coronations, Jubilee’s, peace
celebrations yon name it Pottonians have celebrated it. The latest
different one was the Millennium, which was 10 years ago. There
were ten wholc days of celebration in the year 2000, The Potton
History Society, with your help, participated in these celebrations by
putting on 4 play entitled “A Thousand Years of Potton”, dressing
up on a tloat, taking people on a guided walk around Potton and
putting on an ¢xhibition in the marquee.

It was decided by the Millennium committee to throw the
gauntlet out for others to form a committee for the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee in 2002, this time it was over the August Bank
Holiday and so Party on Potton was born, for us to party cvery two
years. We the PHS have joined in the fun over these [0 years, by
continuing to dress up and have a float in the parade. The History
walks on the Monday have also become a regular feature.

This year 2010 will have seen a decade of Parties on Potton. 'We
are planning a float, will be doing the History Town walk and as it is
10 vears we will be putting on a photographic display of Potton
Partying over this last 10 years and more. A full report will be in the
next edition of our newsletter.

Forthcoming Programme

Nov 25"  Dunton
The Story of Dunton using material in our
archives and the memories and
photographs of Robert Chessum
NB. 7.30pm start for AGM

Dec 9™ Pictorial Potton — Potton in 1910
Our archives and a 1910 Trade Directory

will bring a past era to life
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A Ring of Coincidences Join Around the World

We often get enquiries from genealogists far and widc about their
ancestors who were born or have lived in Potton over the centuries.
It is not nncommon to have an enquiry from entirely differcnt people
from dittering parts of thc world for the same ancestors. But in
February this year the following coincidences were more about the
enquirers rather than the ancestors.

In February this year a Doctor John Graham Bymes, a geologist
from Australia, was dirccted to me for his enquiry into the Warboys
from Little Green, Guilden Morden. They were assisted immigrants
to Australia by a Josiah Betts who was originally from Potton in the
early 18007s.

During our exchange of e¢-mails John, whose Intcrest lay more
with geology than gencalogy. mentioned that he sent any
information on gencalogy to a Richard Rogers 1n South Africa, who
was John's daughter’s father in law,

This set bells ringing as last year onc Andrew Rogers came to the
PHS for information on the Rogers family tree when they lived in
Potton. When he came to me herc in Potton, I was able to help him
with his enquiries about the Rogers family at Potton several years
ago and also show him a grave for them in our Churchyard. He also
left the society a copy of his family trec. This Andrew Rogers was
from South Africa, moved to England and was soon to cmigrate to
Australia. 1 asked John is this just a coincidence or could this
Andrcw be anything to do with the Richard Rogers from South
Africa that he had mentioned. His reply came back to say yes and
he was also John’s son in law. But he knew nothing of his visit to
Potton.

Well the story does not end there. A lady who was living in Lion
Court, Potton Market Square during the time I was corresponding

with John. enquired as to any history of the building we might have
in the society archives.

At this time 1 was still looking for mformation on the Betts family
for John. One Friday evening T thought I would have a gentle look
for any information we might have on Lion Court. As it is in the
Market Square, I rcad through Peter Ibbett’s book on the history of
Potton Markel Square. When I got 1o the last page, what did 1 find?
An article entitled “Mathew Betts and Lion Court’. How many
times does this happen? This artcle explains that the Betts came to
Potton in 1805/06 and purchased the shop and house which was at
that time on the site of the existing Lion Court. There they became
the fourth draper on the site since 1751, It states that Josiah Allen
Betts arrived in Australia in 1833, His older brother John had
preceded him, arriving at Sydney in 1830 and his mother Sarah with
her remaining four children emigrated in 1837. This was useful
information for John and brought to life a bit of Lion Court’s
history.

The last coincidence in this story comes from the rescarcher of
the article in Peter’s book. A Doctor Wiles madc a visit to Potton
several years ago to study the Betts family. Where did Dr. Wiles
come from? --- Australia of course. He not only, with our help,
studied the Betts and Potton Market Square bui also Peter invited
him to give us a talk on the subject. Not a coincidence, more the
unnsnal, but it was good and an interesting talk. Did John know of
this Dr, Wiles? He replied, no, BUT! I bet he does now.

George Howe.
--00000 —

The ring gets wider! Look out for another conmection with
Sydnev, Australia later in the newsletter.



Guess What They Were Used For

When Keith Lawrence was asked by the owner 1f he knew what
these objects were, he was soon able to identify them. How many of
our readcrs can match his skills?

The objects are twelve inches tall, made of polished mahogany and
decorated with marquetry.

I.‘\\\

Answer on page 19

Potton & District Working Men’s Club

My first experience with what is now called the Potton & District
Club & Institute Limited was in the years 1942/3 when 1 was aged
16/17 years old. I don’t think legally anyonc under the age of 18
should have been allowed in the Club but [ presume the rules had
been relaxed whilst the war was on.

Most lads of my age belonged to various organisations ic. Air
Training Corps. Sea Cadets, Army Cadcts, in readiness to getting
called up for the real thing and in those days most of us didn’t, or
were not allowed by our parents to, go into Public Houses. The only
place (slightly illegal) where we could go for rclaxation was the
Billiard Hall in Sun Street, which was also a confectionery shop run
by a character and his wife. He was always known as "Boss”
Coppen and he tried to keep us youngsters in order, not an ¢asy task.
There was just one billiard table, so there was always someone
waitng to play. Towards the end of the evening, someone would
always suggest playving skittles on the table, T'don’t remember much
about this game except that it involved gambling and poor old
“Boss” always used to get into a state worrying in case the police
should visit and close him down.

frglopg serelud riM 1@ Kr Eerece Lqndrod |, fod  doking an
ig Yr Hervert lalt |, both #re wesl kooTn aillioiTds end
smopks pliysrts ®hg riritad fqkton recsntly rold guye &L
oaznitiCiote oor LoBIT
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It was the unspoken tradition when you reached a certain age you
left Coppins and found yourself visiting the Club in Royston Street
for your game of billiards (snooker wasn't the game then). 1 don’t
remember ever actually joining the Club or paying any membership
fees but there again | supposc with the war being on. rules were
relaxcd somewhat.

The Club was a long woodcn building situated in Royston Street,
where the senior citizens bungalows are now. Again there was only
one billiard table but there was the added attraction of a licenced bar
where illegally {again) you could get a drink under age. Most of the
members were getting on in ycars, veterans of the first world war bul
everyone seemed welcome and there was a real friendly atmosphere
reigning in the building. T can’t recall the steward at that time
althongh the records I have show that in 1942/3 it was ¥ Hutchinson
and later on R Walker. I see from the records that no ladies were
allowed in the Club at that time.

In 1944 I was called up for the Army so for the next four years
my visits to the Club werc very limited and rare. When 1 was
demobbed 1 joined as a member und, apart from a few years when 1
was working long hours at Kempston, I have been associated with
the Club ever since.

I had been asked many times about the origin of the Club but [
could get no real concrete evidence when it started. [ had so many
conflicting reports and it was only when I became secretary a few
years ago and found that we had most of the minute books that I
decided to investigate further. There were some books missing but
when 1 spoke to a former secretary two morc were in his possession
and he let me have them, with thc result that I now have the
complete records from 1930 to the prescnt day.
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I was also handed a document which was an Indenture dated
7" November 1929 between THE UNITED SERVICES FUND and
THE POTTON AND DISTRICT UNITED SERVICES FUND
CLUB LTD. TheTrustees of the latter are quoted as Henry Tysoe,
Market Squarc, Potton, William Carter, Royston Street and Charles
Pestell, Brook End. It states amongst other fegal technicalitics that
the Society is a Club founded for the purposc of prometing the
social welfare of ex servicemen. The Fund agreed to make a grant
of £101.10s & 1p to the Sccicty.

There is a list of conditions laid down by the Fund but the main
Omes are:
o “The Society’s Club shall be and shall for ever hereafter remain
open to and for the benefit of ex serving officers or men;
o The Society’'s Club shall be managed cntirely by ex serving
officers or men as hereinbefore defined;
¢ The Society’s Club shall be kept frec from party politics creed or
party organisation;
» The object of the Society’s Club shall be to raise the standard of
citizenship both from a social and educational standpoint.™
Ken Lawson. May 2010
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Another Interesting Find

Another Vintage Olive Green Glass Seal dating from the mid 7™

century, brought back to light by Ken Lawson. This matches the
ene found by Mr Hills in his Home Lane garden (see report by
Patricia R Yates — Jan 2002, Newsletter Number 32, page 10).

A younger vintage,1726, with the first initial differcnt, Was 1t a
replacement or was it an addition 1o their cellar?
KGL 2010
The oviginal find, dated 1725, carried the name ‘Mr Atkinson’.
Patricia’s research concluded that the bottle may have been used by
the wealthy focal fumily of John Atkinson. This new find with ihe
first name abbreviated to Jn would seeni to support thar. Ed.
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The Continuing Story of Potton ¥lower Show

For the 1985 show I proposed a vcgetable section for novices.
Tom Kitchener offered a Cup for this, which was used for the most
points. This section is still going with varying support. It was also
agreed to a class for salad vegetables as per RHS rules.

At the 1985 AGM, Roger Brewer stated that a record number of
entries had been rcceived, 1110 with 236 exhibitors, With these
numbers the show had to be a success.

Market Day 1986 was to be the first one without a jumble stall.
were we 4]l becoming better off? One of the raffle prizes on the day
was to be a chicken dinner complete with fresh vegetables. 1 don't
think environmental health would allow this today. The outcome of
this effort was a profit of £600 towards the expense of show day. It
was agreed that a greater varicty of plants should be grown for next
year. As the show grows so do the cxpenses.

All went well on show day with 1039 entries from 200 entrants.
This was the first year that we had been affiliated to the National
Dahlia Society., Entries in this section were not improved with this
and the chance to win a medal. It must have been a good show as 1
reported that many members of the public thanked me for putting on
such a good show. Mrs Yates wrote to me thanking the Commuttee
for letting her put on a history exhibition. This may have been the
beginning of what still gocs on today.

It was at the AGM following the show that Roger Brewer retired
as Chairman. As a result of this T was elected as Chairman, a
newcomer to such a position. It was straight in at the deep cnd and
sorting out judges for the following year’s show.

A variety of bedding plants for pricking out were ordered from
CHff King who, being in the ‘irade’, was very helpful to the show
over thc years. Bert Grevitt agreed to us having space in his
greenhouses on Sutton Road to grow these plants on untit Market
Pay in mid May.
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A new problem for me wuas getting the schedules printed,
previously donc by Roeger Brewer through his employer, Mid Beds
Council. After getting two quotes it was agreed to stay with them
but in the Minutes of the following month’s Committee Meeting |
see that schedules were to be printed by a man from Gamlingay for
frce. 1 cannot remember any reason for this but it may be that the
Council was no longer doing any printing for itself and out-sourcing
gverything. One thing that was needed then and still 15, more
helpers.

By the following month we heard thal the Gamlingay man could
no longer print out schednles. After reading through the next three
month’s Minutes of Committce Meetings T could find no mention of
how or where the schedules were to come [rom. | remember
somehow getting the phonce number of a printer in Cambridge, this
in the days of proper printing. remember. After a few phone calls
my wife took me to meet this printer in some out of the way factory
unit. We discussed the work needed (copper plates had to be made
for the cover and adverts) and agreed a pricc and a date to be ready.

This worked out ok we collected and paid on the agreed date, but
by now timc was getting on for the distribution of them. But it all
ended well.

A Committee Mccting was held as usual ten days after the show.
This becomes an inquest on what went wrong on the day while
things are fresh in peoples memories. This can pmpoint little things
that will make it easier and quicker next year.

On the whole it was a good show with entrants up by twelve, a
step in the right direction. Unfortunately we had some rain in the
afternoon which brought to an end the children’s dancing organised
by Penny Cheshire. This was the first time the show had been
troubled by rain and was to be the last for many years.

14

The AGM showed we had received even better support [rom the
public and local traders. With the imcome from adverts, the actual
cost of the schedules to the show was only £10. The evening bam
dance was also well sopported. Market Day receipts for plant sales
were also well up. i all a seccessiul year.

No rest for the Committee though as it is straight on to organising
the cvents for 1987. At the first meeting a letter was received from
CSE Marshall's secd merchants of Wisbech offering 4 discount on
seeds ordered from them plus vouchers for the show. This was
agreed and is something T still do today. Mainly for the alletment
plot holders but the show still benefits.

The printing of the show schedule was discussed and
Sheila Woods was to gel a quote from a printing company. From
here T was to meet Barry Green of Sandy to discuss the printing. We
came up with a price of £170 for 16 pages or £210 for 20 pages.
This was agreed as a reasonable price and was accepted. Tony Jocl
and Colin Buxton were to take all the paperwork to Cambridge on
Wednesday: and its still only mid April.

We were now well into bedding plants and a watering rota was
drawn up to share the work around. It was every day and could takc
an hour or more.

The next meeting was to be held at Bert Grevitt’s on Sutton
Road, sorting out bedding plants ready for loading onto a truck on
Saturday moming. Market day came and went and was even more
successful, with profits clearing the £1000 mark for the first time.
Very welcome with expenses rising every year.

Show day soon comes and goes and is followed by a Committee
Meeting for nitpicking, With various people learning what goes on
and how to do it this is bound to happen. Experience comes with
time, not overnight. Looking back over the years some things,
amaze me they arc so trivial.

Colin Buxton



Another Australian Coincidence

Looking through old copies of our local newspapers an item
caught my eye ‘News from Australia from a Biggleswade
Emigrant’. It was a letter from a Mr A E Feeld, a young
Biggleswade carpenter. How apt, [ thought, it fitted in with my
dream trip on the SS Great Britain in my article ‘*Voyage of
Discovery” in our Newsletter no. 46 Spring 2009. This time it 1sn’t a
voyage of fiction but one of fact and reads as tollows:-

“I had a very nice vovage and greatly enjoved it after the first
twe days were over. (could that be a rough start in the bay of
Biscay?). The living was all that could be desired for 3 class. We
had a fine time on Christmas Day, having all the Christimas
delicacies. We stopped at Las Palmas one day and I took the
opporiuniry of going ashore. We anchored a long way from the
shore and we had ro get a boat to take us to fand. The first thing
that struck me was a motor made by the Commercial Cars of Luton.
I went up to the driver and I asked if he came from Luton. He said
he did and he was pleased to meet me. He had been ar Las Palmas
about 3 months so he knew ir pretty well and he showed me round
the ciry. Here [ was struck by the great number of English made
goods. (What a turn around?} 7 do not know what the tariffs are
there but whatever they are didn’t keep them out. Fruit was very
cheap there. I bought about 106 oranges for 1/-, {1 bet he made a
profit when he got back on board) and bananas were equally cheap.

After my Luton friend left me — for he had to go on duty early in
the afterncon-, I had a rather amusing experience at my own
expense. 1 went into a grocer’s shop and I wanted some of Huntley
and Palmer’s biscuits which I saw on the counter. I could not make
him understand what I wanted so { weighed them ou myself and laid
down the money and he charged me at the rate of I/110d a Ib. [
asked him if he thought 1 was English and fo my surprise he satd
‘Yes'. Of course, I tried to get some more change but he sat too
tight (Ha Ha).
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As we entered the harbour at Las Palmas we saw scores of boats
coming to meet us and they were all racing to get 10 us. As they got
nearer we saw the boats were laden with fruit.  After we had
anchored they threw lines up to us and we could buy what we
wanted as they could understund a little English, but this was not
allowed and a sailor was kept busy cutting the lines, he was alwavs
making sure that we had got our goods and not a few of us got them
without paving for them. After a while some were alfowed to come
aboard after being closely examined by the docror. When I was in
Las Palmas T saw some of the worst creatures of humanity I ever
saw. The markets were lined with beggars holding out their hands
for coppers from people who came to buy. The police ar Las Palmay
carry revolvers and swords and are very much like soldiers which
the city is over-rurp with.

After feaving Las Palwmas it became very warnm and we were
allowed to sleep out on deck, and a good number of us did so. We
were then all getting excited over the election and a good many
debates were held on board. I cume across one man who came oui
of Kent and he told me he was leaving the ofd country because he
coitld not get the land, so he was going to take some in Australia and
try his luck. [ might say thar we got all the chief news Jfrom home
posted up every day as the boat was fitted with wireless telegraphy,
After a good voyage we arrived at Cape Town and staved there a
day and a night. There I met an old Biggleswade boy - Colin Smith
— and he showed me all around Cape Town and district, including
the late Cecil Rhodes place at Wynberg. I found goods there very
dear as there was a tax of 1242 and {5 per cent on English and
Joreign goods respectively. There was nothing less than a 3d fare on
the tram.

After leaving the Cape we run into a little rowgh weather. We did
not get any news after we were two days out from Cape Town but
heard enough to know which way the election was going. Very often
Fwished T was there to help in the fray. When we neared Melbourne
we heard the full results which were posted up on the ship notices
and we cheered to the echo when we saw that the Liberals had won.
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We had a stav of four days at Melbourne so vou see I had the
chance of u good look round and I greatly hesirared which place T
should stop ar as 1 have already stated I was offered work bur
decided to go on to Svdney. There is plenty of work here for farm
hands, only those who come ont must noi think that their bread is
buitered. They have got to work and according to what Iam told by
some who have been in the bush, as we call it here, the living and
accomodation is none too goud. But they all well me thar they can
save money there, as there is nowhere to spend it.

Par receiving the 'Biggleswade Chronicle” quite safely and 1
welcome the news very much, although the papers are a month old
whern they arrive here. | am pleased to tell you I have vbtained
work, which was very little trouble. In fact, the emplovers actually
came on hoard the boat in Melbourne and asked for the carpenters
that were on buard to see if we would start work for thew. 1 have
obiained work om Svdney here under the government and am
working on the harbour, building large stores or sheds. The rate of
pavis 1/4%d an hour. I find living here very cheap. You can geta 3
course meal for Od, including tea or mitk. Howuse rent s very dear
compared with it at home. As for clothing, boots and household
utensils, I see there is very little difference. Sydney is a very preity
place and the harbour is a splendid one.”

So there you are, had I continued my *Voyage of Discovery’ 1
feel that | would have had something to write about along these
lincs. I find it a pity that the local papers of today scem to lack the
ability to fill their pages with such interest as I found in reading this
letter from all those years ago. It was sent at the end of 1910 and his
letter was published in the Biggleswade Chronicle dated Feb 240
1911. They sure published news in those days.

Keith Lawrence

P.S. He didn’t say what ship he was on, T wonder if anyone is up 1o
the challenge of finding out. Pcrhaps on the internct?
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Our theme of coincidences arises yel again, as this article from
Keith was handed in for publication at the last minute and he had no
knowledge of the other Australian connections that were alrcady
included in the newsletter.

It is interesting to notc, also. that the joumey must have taken
place in the autumn of 1910, exactly 100 years ago. The date is
verified by the mention of the election. which took place in 1910,

To set the scene for the young man’s journey, Keith has (ound
some other events that took place in 1910,

o Over 100,000 dockers sacked. 10,000 Welsh miners strike in
sympathy, troops are sent in to maintain order.
¢ The first 80 Labour exchanges are opened.

e Dr. Crippen is sentenced to death for poisoning his wite.
e The Girl Guides are founded.

e Talking pictures pioneered by Thomas Edison.

e  Mount Etna erupts.

e Halley’s Comet is visibic.

# Notable deaths include Florence Nightingale, Edward V11 and
Mark Twain,

--00)00--

Did you guess correctly?

The objects are felt hat stands. The hatpins arc kept in the top.
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The Coincidences Continue

Glancing through my files recently, 1 discovered that the
Society’s first newsletter was issued in Autumn 1980, thirty ycars
ago and three ycars after the conception of Potton History Society.
Amongst the contents of the 10 pages, I found a message from the
chairman, Norman Parry, a report on the progress of the
photographic collection from the secretary, Patricia Yates, and the
feature article by Peter Ibbett entitled “Davies The Draper”. The
Davies family almost certainly occupied the very same building as
the Betts family who emigraled (o Australia in George's ‘Ring of
Coincidences” (see page 6) and it would seem that the shop
continued as a drapers, albeit with a variety of owners, for almost
200 years from the date of 1751 quoted in Dr Wiles report.

w v B = o T

The shop was purchased by W J Valentine in the 18%0’s and
traded as a drapers under that name by all subsequent owners until
the shop closed in the 1930°s. The building was then converted to a
single dwelling house and was more recently converted to flats.

Little did any of us think, back in 1980, that the pages of our first
newsletter could one day be read by families throughout the world,
at the touch of a button.

Mary Leigh

NOTICE BOARD

www.pottonhistorysociety.com

Don’t forget to have a look at the new web site. Did you know
that you can view all our previous newsletters on the website and
read the complete contents of each one? If you missed Keith’s
article i no 46 or Patricia’s article in no.32 you can catch up online.

Newsletter no.50

Your articles, letters, comments and memories are always most
welcome, no matter how short or long. Please pass items to
Mary Leigh or any committee member. The deadline for copy to be
included in the next issue is 1st February 2011.



