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Society News

On acquiring over a third (768 acres) of Pottord|akdmiral John Byng had
an estate map of his assets drawn up in 1754. hilge map, now held in the
Bedford Record Office, shows in precise detailwh®le of the parish of Potton
and was the subject of Peter Ibbett’s talk atAoml meeting. The map shows
that the old fields on the Wrestlingworth side bé tparish were still being
farmed in the communal medieval manner with stapsand between baulks
and headons. The centre of the parish includepk lareadows and a different
arrangement of Potton Brook as well as three mraedws of buildings in the
centre of the Market Square. There was no roote flatley Road to Bury Hill
crossroads. On the Sandy side of the parish a modern set of fields had
largely replaced the old heath and rabbit warresviding a more profitable
source of income for the landowner. A copy of alroentral section of the
1754 map can be seen on page 20. Potton Histangtgdolds a number of
maps in its archives and would be happy to add ores to its collection.

In May local Baptist Pastor and Society member Stan Epsssided an
excellent illustrated account of the life of Johangan. Bunyan was born at
Harrowden, near Elstow in May 1628 into a tinkéasiily. The influence of
his wife Mary seems to have calmed down his wildiele and he became
converted to a Christian life in 1653 when he wagptised. His talent as a
preacher was soon recognised. He was to becomtorPas Bedford
Independent Church. His strong beliefs soon camte conflict with the
established church and he was imprisoned in Bedfdudng which time he
wrote "The Pilgrim's Progress”, making use of hiewledge of his native
county. He fell ill whilst on a visit to a Londdamily and was buried in the
cemetery on City Road, London. His Bedfordshiretsovere soon woven into
one of the most popular books in the world.

The June meeting featured a look at the history of tblic houses in
the town. For the more active members, Peter ildbeta town walk to look at
the sites of former pubs and also to visit the modRotton Brewery to see how
the latest technology is being applied to one ahkind's oldest industries.

Meanwhile, in the Community Hall, George Howe preed a slide show of
over 40 local buildings that have had connectionh wubs. His talk
wandered from the ‘Locomotive’ and the ‘Pick ando@’ at Deepdale,
past central pubs such as the ‘Duke of Wellingtand the ‘Horse and
Jockey’ out to the ‘Eagle’ on Everton Road. In #aly 1900s Potton had
over 30 listed pubs, inns and two small breweriéhe Society has a
collection of photographs and documents relatinglowal pubs. Any
relevant items to add to the collection would bestiveelcome.

We took a look back at the history of footpathgha Parish at ousuly
meeting and discussed how best to encourage greséef the town’s
footpaths. In medieval times there were many nioogaths in the parish,
linking the many furlongs of land and routes acrth&sheathland areas. As
a result of the Enclosures Act in the early 19thtesy the number of
footpaths was greatly reduced but still left thevriowith around twenty
local paths. Possible revisions to the existingntovalk leaflet produced by
the Society were also discussed and many helpfuhnoents and
suggestions were put forward. The new and improxesdion could help to
reveal Hidden Potton to both newcomers and visitorshe town in the
future.

George Howe and Peter Ibbett performed another |doatt for the
August meeting, this time focusing on the history of Manors in Potton.
The Saxon manor at Potton was acquired by Counltedi&h, niece of
William the Conqueror at the time of the Conquésiis eventually became
split into four manors: Burdetts, Rectoria, Regisl #otton Much Manured
(possibly a corruption of a French term meaningnét&Vorked’). The
Manors ran their own affairs through two Courtsetand Baron. It is
through these courts that we inherit written rdsowhich show the effects
of their rules on daily life and in property tractions. See page 14 for a
few examples of the type of entries to be foundhm Court records. The
Society has a collection of these manorial recaondgch continued up until
the 1920’s when a millennium old system was fingliyased out.



The Septembermeeting featured a visit by the aerial crash itigator and
author, Julian Evan-Hart. Julian brought with tamollection of artefacts from
a range of his investigations, which included itefnosn a Zeppelin crash and
several aircraft incidents. Some of his work hawolved painstaking
investigations with sophisticated detectors that éaabled a revelation of the
real truth behind some official accounts of Wartinmeidents. Julian is
producing a series of booklets, which is plannethtdude ‘Wartime Skies in
Bedfordshire’ and he would be interested in anyalaunaterial. The Society
produced a display of material from our own archivelating to several
wartime air crashes in the Potton area.

Little Eva.

The Potton Car has had a spring clean undernedteane mechanical work to
all four wheel assemblies. Early spring saw Biitchie and | jacking her up

onto some wooden supports. This enabled us toathkeur wheels, and hubs

off. Brian then stripped down further to investgshe king pins, of which he

suspected the front nearside one had a problemwadeight, a nut had broken
and the old rust on the broken piece gave us thearpthis had happened some
time ago. How right Brian was to advise us notun the car until he had

investigated this king pin. It made sense to iospdl four wheel assemblies.

The remedial work has included some parts havirgetmade by hand.

Whist waiting for these parts | have been playing part as labourer, getting
under the car, cleaning the underside, ready tdyappt lovely gungy black
stuff to underseal the wheel arches. Doing thigvabthe position one lays
under the car ensures you get some underseal ouesejf and your clothes.
They were old gardening clothes though. | havdieghBlack Hammerite paint
to various other parts, such as parts of the sgspenhubs, etc. A lovely job
now it's done.

The next stage will be for Brian to fit the new tsaand re-fit other parts to
all four wheel assemblies, check and sort out aakébwork. We will be
able to get the wheels back on after this. Thitnet be the end; Brian will
inspect the engine to see if it needs a strip dolmave cleaned the engine
when doing the cleaning underneath ready for thaiges All this work
means Little Eva is having a rest from being shoférior all of this year.

George Howe.

--00000—

Forthcoming Programme

Nov 27"  The History of Rubbish Barry Woods
Did our ancestors deal better with the problemubbish
than we do today?

Note — 7.30pm start for AGM
Dec 11"  Pictorial Potton — Mr Skevington’s Camera

The archive of a Biggleswade Chronicle photographer
had many pictures from the 1940’s to the 1970’scwhi
are now in our files

The 329 series of monthly talks is taking shape. Jamuary 22" 2009
we will welcomeStuart Antrobus to talk to us abouthe Womens Land
Army. His recntly publishd book will be on sale at timeeting together
with others from the Dunstable based Book Casltle.February an old
friend, Ken Page will enlighten us as to events YActorian Biggleswade
Stella Gibbs who guided us round the unique thatched Roxtoap€ha
litle time ago will talk on March 26 about East Bedfordshire
Independent Worship & Roxton Chapel.



An Introduction to Potton Charities

Having to write a local history thesis in 1944, @yandfather introduced me to
Harbord Campling, a well-known tailor, who was afteeen working in the
window of his Bull Street shop. For many yearshiad collected articles and
newspaper cuttings connected with the Town's histoit was a fascinating
introduction to Potton's past

But it was not until 1980 that | had the opportynib consult original
documents dealing with the Town's Charitable Damati Robert Woodman
had chosen to study education in Potton for anvallgroject. Wishing to
include the involvement of the Charity Trusteeshe provision of grants to
students, he consulted Eric Mayston, Chairman @fTitustees, for information.
Eric suggested that |, as the then Secretary dbRdidistory Society, borrow
the Archives for personal research. Robert cdudaht more easily, examine the
documents in my home.

On the day of delivery, Eric along with Brian Smifecretary to the Trustees,
staggered up my garden path bearing a safe. Andegcounirney provided me
with several large boxes containing old documentsyute books and many
brown paper parcels tied in the traditional 'repetaused by solicitors. Had |
known that | would house these documents for siargjegive a talk to the
Society, illustrated by slides prepared by Treval Bind Norman Parry, and
then write a Research Report* in conjunction with lmusband, | may not have
been so welcoming!

It was an exciting experience to study, with anhasiastic student, these
records which had been collected over many yekrgompliance with Acts of

Parliament, each parish had to provide details ofey paid out 'in relief' for

the years 1783, 1784 and 1785. Joseph Hinsorgitdolihad compiled a list of
Charities dating from 1558 - 1770, this informatioaving been bound into a
large, leather bound book. The excellent hartdwyi was a joy to read.

Letters, reports, notebooks detailing the buildofgthe Church Schoolroom,
and the many lists of names, being recipients afitdble gifts, were studied

with interest. Men were also able to rent landmfrthe Trustees, the
growing of vegetables being a welcome additiorh&artfamilies’ diet.

In April it was a pleasure to meet Peter Snitchmirgork whose ancestor,
John, had donated £100 in 1687 for the provisioramgrenticeships for
'‘poor children born in Potton'. Many have bendfittom this most
generous gift.

Boards, listing the details of the early donorsyehéeen restored by the
Trustees and can be seen in St. Mary's Churchstdas, past and present,
may be congratulated on the management of all dosat The sale of
several parcels of land has greatly increasedrthaa revenue.

Potton should be proud of its benefactors.

Patricia R. Yates August 2007

*This fascinating and extensive report was publishg the Society in
1985 and is still available from the Society Seamgt price £3.50. Its
contents give an invaluable insight into the sohiatory of the town. The
many lists of names included will also be of ing¢r® family historians.
The earliest recorded donation was copied by Mrsbinfrom painted
boards in the galleries of the church as follows:

22nd September 1558. William Potter by Will Gave House in
Horslow Street in Potton To Thomas Langhorne Tod hapon
condition That he Let the premises for the uttetnieEnt, and pay all
reparations out of the Rents, and take for him2et. — and to Vicar
Churchwarden and Constables each 12d. — and thduedo be paid
to and distributed by the Vicar Churchwardens andn§ables of
Potton amongst the poor people of Potton.
Ed.



From Cornwall to Potton

Show winning vegetable and flower growers Colin &wk Buxton have
tended their soil over many years. Little did theyww that beneath that soil
there was a showstopper. It was only 106.7mm (dt®yinches) by an average
35mm (1 inch) thick, with a princely weight of 237.8g (80z)! Hardly
something to write about in the Horticultural Jaalrtbut, more to the point,
something that Tony Robinson would enthuse over.

There it appeared beneath the soil, it hadn't grdvan size, instead it had
been reduced in size and had remained so for meagsy Sue picked it up,
brushed off the dirt then finally gave it a was8he knew she had never seen
one before and that it was something special. Hawt should she cook it?
Roast, Fried or Boiled? No, she couldn't do thas 'it was as hard as sand
stone. Yes, it must be an implement so what waset for? It's more like a
pestle for grinding things in a mortar. It had héashioned by hand - but how
long ago?

So seeking a second opinion Sue asked me whaugthat was. To my
amateur eye | guessed it as being an axeheadt. gufee honoured as | turned it
over in my hand. However, the edge wasn't shanpas polished smooth and
rounded. At my request Sue allowed me to take Bddford Museum. There a
visiting archaeologist Julien Watter was equallygsied to see it and confirmed
it was indeed an axehead. He took it back to \&iulm Museum, St. Albans.

Their report is as follows:-

Description: A Neolithic carved stone axeheadppldy of Cornish
Greenstone. For a parallel on PAS database, 36e8719D4. The
implement is of oval section and expands in widthdgally towards

(probably polished), apart from at the narrow (haftd, where the
working is slightly more rough. The material isfiae-grained
light grey sedimentary rock, which has a slightegish tinge.
There is some minor damage to the surface, moswtoth

appears to be relatively recent. The object meast06.7mm
long, 46.6mm wide at the blade, 27.4mm at the &adt 30.5mm
thick. The weight is 237.8g.

Manufacturing method: Knapped. Material: Stone.
Dates: Neolithic (Certain): Circa — 3500 to Circ2100. (This
puts it at an average of 4800 years old

Identifier: MS Laura Laakso.

Possibly held in a wooden hatft like this,
then secured with a strip of hide.

e

L AT T A L

Keith Lawrence
Overleaf - Chart produced by Keith following theeat talk on Tempsford Airfield,
which is now available for themgaenquiries we receive on this subject.

the cutting edge, which is fairly blunt, possibiglicating that the tool
was never finished. The surfaces of the tool iaed\f worked



Tempsford firfield 1942~ 1945
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The contrecior for Tempsford Airfield runways was John Taing & Son Litd,
work started in the late 1940, The Mol runway weas 2000 yds long by 50 yds
wide, (1829 ¥46 meters) take-cff over the railway embankment in a south
westerly direction, No 2 rumway was 1383 yds long (1265 meters) take-off in
a north westerly direction, also crossed the railway,No 3 runway was 1800
yds long {1463 meters) and ran parallel to the reilway. There were 47 hard
standing parks for aircrafi round the perimeter - mostly of concrete - all
completed at the end of summer 1941, The control tower faced north across
No 1 rumway, behind the tower was a cluster of six T2 type hangers,(one of
these was saved and has been erected in Dwdord War Museum P.irficld) the
161 Bod' B2 type hanger was positioned alongside No 5 rurway. @__ 2008

Westland Lysander. Avro lancaster,



Party on Potton

The community of POTTON have responded again byauipg the P on P
committee’s hard work to organise another Partyotton for the August Bank
Holiday 2008. Once more a very successful andyabje event.

The committee and several members of our PHS taok pad fun and also

worked very hard to support this event. | wouketlto thank all those who did
so for your efforts, time and the parts you play&specially so with the float,

our theme this year was countries and we chosda@dot What a wonderful

display you all contributed towards. To all whafpemed in the Kilts and to

those who supplied various items of Scottish atérbig thank you. One person
who deserves a special mention is society membgh Kawrence, although |

know he enjoys every minute preparing that lovetywsork, those models, and
paintings. He also sets the scene on the floaesowell in another article later
in this newsletter. Well done Keith and thank you &ll your efforts both on

and off the float.

The sporting events, the games and the Go-kartowghdBury Hill were all
enjoyed by many people, the shows well supportetthénevenings. ‘Stars in
Your Eyes’ being the usual sell out of 500 peopteMonday night and the
talent that performed for us, most being local, tetter than the Telly”.

The PHS was in the programme for Monday mornindg(f00am to arrange
‘The Potton Town Walk'. Peter Ibbett and myselfrevéhere ready as the
guides for the walk. My wife Beryl was manning tBeciety bookstall, where
quite a few were sold. Upwards of 40 people andettdogs arrived for the
walk. Most of the participants were from Pottonluding, | am pleased to say,
some of our members, some visiting relations ferwleekend and we believe a
couple of Germans who may have been from the tw@qmniPeter gave a brief
talk on the history of Potton to set the scenegrafthich we split into two
groups.we split into two groups. Peter’'s groupkedlthe route anti clockwise
and my group clockwise.

Much interest was shown, many questions asked raady people
intimated they had a greater knowledge of Pottorthair return. Thank
you Peter and all who attended.

Another brilliant ‘Party on Potton’.
George Howe.

--00000--
Edgar (Stinger) Britten

When my telephone rang some weeks ago and a won@oésenquired
if 1 was Ken Lawson, | thought at first it was justother nuisance call but
she went on to ask if | remembered anyone nameiteBrivhen | was at
school. When | replied "Yes" she asked what wasCtiristian name. |
knew at once that it was the 'not to be forgotkhdie, or Edgar (Stinger)
Britten, who was in my class way back in the 19898/4

She then told me that she was Eddie's sister, wdm taken into care
when she was three months old, together with antttegher and sister and
she had heard that he had died some years backn YWassured her that he
was not only alive but that he lived at Kempstod #mat | had spoken to
him some months back she was delighted. | wasaddkoto tell her that it
was a younger brother, Joe who had died.

Apparently she had been fostered when she wasrfarghs old and had
been lucky enough to have had wonderful fosterrmarand now lived at
Barton. | have Eddie's phone number and | gate hier but suggested that
| should ring him first and she agreed.

When | rang Eddie he said that he only had onersisamed Barbara,
left from a large family and when | told hhe now had another named



May he took a lot of convincing but he was pleaaad of course wanted to
know more. | gave him his sister's number anddie ke would get in touch
with her.

A few days later he rang me and said that he had retouch with her and
that they were going to meet. They have met récanid he rang me again to
thank me for forwarding her details. It seems isgiole that for all these years
only a few miles have separated them and it ordk @ chance remark from a
local man playing bowls at Barton to start thingeng.

Of course older Pottonians will remember Eddie isdamily. Eddie was a
wonderful scholar who would have gone a long wathhe right opportunity.
He was also a great footballer who played for miacgl teams, and again he
could have progressed further with the right coaghi

Normally | get enquiries regarding persons who haled; this was a
wonderful thing for me to be able to do.
Ken Lawson, July 2008.

--00000--

Extracts from the Manor Court Rolls

Potton Regis 2 May 1622
For every cartload of dung which anyone takes afn@y the streets a cartload
of gravel or stones is to be laid in its place.

October 1656
Thomas Goodale and Walter Smith, constables ofoRdihed ten shillings
each for permitting vagrants to go unpunished.

Summer 1672

John Monger, clerk of the market in court for havan Bushel measure which
was not stamped. Stephen Windress, bailiff oiMla@or of Potton similarly for
not keeping a brazen bushel.

The History of Potton Flower & Vegetable Show

Part 1 — In the Beginning

When | was first asked to write this | thought tsabuld not be difficult;
then | remembered some of the originals had mowvealy drom the area,
had divorced or died. Some, like me, were getbiagwith short memories,
so | am writing this to the best of my knowledge.

| followed several leads that turned into dead enRay Bylett, a founder
member, keeps in touch with Michael Robinson, whhirk was the first
Treasurer, no help there. Dave Lester came up aviihone number for
Mike Carlisle, which I tried only to find that het moved.

| met up with Doreen Richardson, who went to thaginal meeting —
possibly late 1972 — when a decision was made t@pwa pantomime as a
start up fund raising effort. | remember that maepple were involved in
many things i.e. Playhouse and singing groupswal called ‘Aladdin’,
performed by Potton Playhouse.

Dave Lester came up with an address for Annettéisarnow divorced
and remarried. So | wrote to her asking for halpited ages, then Roger
Catt came to see me with an e-mail which was vetgfal and from which

| will quote.

“I'm afraid my recollections of the start of PottoFlower Show are
rather dim. | remember Mike and me being firedhwenthusiasm of
novelty and potential if such a thing could be gfftthe ground. And |
remember that it entailed a huge amount of worke-had all the ideas
and | was the typist and dog’s body.

The funding of Potton Playhouse was an off-shodt lattink it was all
about raising money to help finance the Flower afedjetable Show in
the main — other than that its all a bit of a blank



However, we do have on our wall here in our cottfagmed watercolours
and a framed scrapbook dated 1973 and 1974, whech my entries for
these years in the Art Category. | do recall stgyip into the small hours
of the morning finishing off such things before &tldessly entering them
the following day at the very last minute, togetwath hastily thrown
together items for the Cookery Class etc. bearmngind I/we had all the
necessary running about, organising and generalimgrto do, as well as
look after the children and run the small holdir@ood grief, what a life!
| have even forgotten now whom we had to press gaodelping on the
Committee.

But whatever the foggy memories of those time, dtreay there is an
element of pride to realise that the event is gbiing strong. Long may it
continue to do so.”

From this e-mail | received the phone number of éRarlisle and soon

made contact with him. He was delighted to heamnfme and get an update
on the show and all the local news of people heerebered. We concluded
with a promise from him to let me have some infarorathat he knew he

had.

This soon arrived and consisted of two 1974 Shohe8ales which did not
have the names of the Committee on (which | nee@etl)74 Entry Form to
be returned to the Show Secretary, Mrs. A Carli8l&utton Road, or the
Flower Basket, Market Square, or children weretawito return their Entry
Form to Mrs. O Gravestock, Potton Primary Schodlagzl Street, Potton.
Entry Fee was 5p a class — children under 16 yeees The Entry Form is
still laid out the same today. Admission to theut@h Hall was 10p —
children under 16 free. Remember, the show wag opén to residents of
Potton, Sutton and Cockayne Hatley. Everything inafe hall so you can
see how it has grown. Mention was made of cupsvandhers, prize cards
but not of any prize money.

Also included was a newspaper photo of himself ijjuglglahlias at his local
show in 2001, which he tells me his Mother helpedét started some 40
years previously.
Of the various businesses that sponsored in 19714, Waresley Garden
Centre is still doing so today. Many others nognexist or the person
donating a prize has died.
Having got so far, | must put my head on the blank nhame people who
were involved, if not at the beginning, then sofiera These are not in any
order and if | have missed anyone I'm sorry. RajeB, George Culpan,
Sid Derry, Mike Robinson, Mike and Annette Carljsleom Messenger,
Margaret Johnson, Doreen Richardson, Tony JoelgMat Stewardson,
Gill Hodgson, Dave Lester and Ray Coombes. Thss hhay not be
complete, or correct, additions welcome. Bert Bloyave a cup but I'm not
sure if he was on the Committee.

Colin D Buxton
From the Archives

But nothing is ever new, as you can see from tlew@b With the onset of
World War 1, this may well have been the last sfiaws0 years. Ed.



Scotland the Brave

This was our float entry in Potton Carnival for 800The weather forecast
had our fingers crossed for the fine conditionsdimted for Saturday 2%
August. Our initial ambitions exceeded the capigtidr those of us committed
and so we had to be more selective.

Depending on the vehicle at our disposal we woudgbe the headboard with
a blue sheet surmounted with our float’s title. Wéel to include the haggis and
to catch this elusive delicacy it was decided &hilaggis Hunting Hound would
fit the bill. So out from my loft came my versatiinimated prop, it's been a
horse, a dear and ‘twas now to be a hound dog ifrptto do with Elvis).
After a repair or two plus the removal of its argleand the red nose, it was
beginning to look the part, although its hoofechfrteet seemed out of place so
these were disguised with a pair of old socks, whin excuse that this would
allow him to creep quietly up on the Haggis. Whilse back legs could be
covered and instead of the donkey’s carrot a Haggisld dangle in its place.
Of course it was a Champion Hunter so it was adbwith a f' class Rosette.

The Firth of Forth has a notable bridge crossing tidal flow so two of its
main spans were painted — | had three goes athbis was successful at the
next attempt — so | called it the Forth Bridge!

The Caber was another notable feature of the Shosttene and this is where
the cardboard tube from a carpet roll fitted tHe thie whole length painted and
the ends plugged depicted a Caber that any Sdd&teatvould have been proud
to have tossed!

Looking through an article on Scotland | saw a $istatch of a 18 Century
Pot Still used by the Celts for making their ‘vidgeatha’ — water of life — well
named as the resulting spirit ‘Whisky’ is crystdéar, basically that same
process is still in use today. So a replica waglired and was constructed as
follows:-

A condensing ball was made from a dog's
playball, part of an old snooker cue
became the flow tube and a cone of card
completed the top section. The pot was|a
tub that used to contain plastic injection
moulding pellets, all fired up with
cardboard painted flames and a bundle pf
small kindling. One very large Whisky
bottle to catch the dripping spirit plus one
standard bottle completed the props. A doublegssiign to advertise its
merits, mounted on a pole, read on one side ‘Jysa Wee Dram’ and on
the other side it read ‘When You're out of the Prairthis made a few
spectators smile as | revolved the pole en rotlitee Scots are a canny lot
when you consider that a dram is one sixteentmafience and that one pint
will provide one measure each for 320, it just éesithem to savour the
flavour so that they can come back for more.

Of course the float would not have been cotephMthout the elusive
Loch Ness Monster, which we positioned on the dritietrailer with the
looped sections of it's body, of green paintedgyresing through an
undulating blue Loch. The head of the monster sutsibly attired in a
tam-o’-shanter for the occasion.

Whilst Jean was engrossed in reading Robert B@hss was flaunting his
tartan draped arms as the ‘Flying Scotsman’ — rlikeethe ‘Angel of the
Highlands’ — all on the float were attired in kiti§ various tartans.

Although the judges approved of our efforts, thenpetition from other

floats was of an extremely high standard and I'meswas lauded by all
Pottonians who watched the Carnival pass by in reagiyable weather.
Personally | found it most refreshing wearing tlie &and we all passed Sgt
Major George Howe’s inspection with his pace-stigkirror attached)

making sure that all was well.

Cheers! Keith



Section of Byng’s Estate Map, 1754Central Ron

Tracing by K Gwrence 2008

NOTICE BOARD

AGM 2008

Another year has flashed past and once againnits tor our Annual
General Meeting. This will, as usual, precede Hwember meeting,
commencing at 7.30pm. If you would like to playart in ensuring the
continuing success of the Society, please consideoming a member of
the committee.

Newsletter no. 46

Your articles, letters, comments and memories lvays most welcome,
no matter how short or long. Please pass itemé&ta Parry, Mary Leigh
or any committee member. The deadline for copyetincluded in the next
issue is 1st February 2009.



