POTTON
—-o 2R o—

VOGAL & INSTRUM]]NTAL
E' S w S1G

Wlll be - ‘given in the @ - .

) f’om 4 cS’(;/wa/ ﬂ’oom c%zﬁéon

ON

FRIDAY APRIL 20th 1884
. ln aid of the Funds of the above C/ub ’

B e 1 o P i i it e

In addition to Ladics and Gentlemen residing i in Potton :

~and Miss TOSTER “of Wrestlingworth,

- Ilave lnndly promlscd their assistance. -

.%eservazl Seats (numhrm{), 2. ;
75,y Fhird Seats, éd.

z.

- where n Plan of tho Room may be, s(,en

¢ DOORS OPI‘N’ AT HALF-I’AST SEVEN, TO COMMENGE AT EIGII'I‘ '

3 o' ' OLQOE.

@mmﬂ%@ﬁ X@Imlﬁqu

| | m@ﬂm S@@Mw

&.@@M@@R@f

Messrs. MEAD, SPRING, and GREEN of Sandy,

;S'eoma? ;S’eal.s :

: : } ' Doors open at half-past Seven, Goncert to commenece: "| ..
Tlckets to be obtained of Mr. C.J. Heércock, Marlcet- Pln.co, I‘otton, : { - P

An carly r!pp!tcatum‘for Tichet: is nspectfull_/ uqueste -

otton Bistory Hoclety
fehs etttr

POTTON

=

G@NG@

Will Le given .

ON WEDNESDAY. NEXT |
- T 2 ﬁ D;ctb;; ;:t:(;f ]CZM II:S 30 302 Mi

AdJommg the Wesleynn Chapel POI"lON

‘ékﬂxniééinu i"xészrbxh' Seats, (mmtlmzh),, -_2/ .
Secony Sreats, 1/-; Thiod ditto, 6.

at Eight o ‘clock.

Tlckets may be “had at Mr. H. BERRILL S, Mmkeb :
Square, POTTON, where 2 plau of the Roomv
- can be seen. Y A

f'\
rd . I, BERRIL L, PRINTLR, POTTON, :
o .

Bumber %ummer



A Surprise Package

A fascinating glimpse into the social life of Pottonians
from 1866 to 1891 has recently been revealed after
receiving a collection of posters and programmes from
Mrs.E.Gardner, nee Stapley. Stored for 25 years by her
sister after being removed from their aunt's house,
Mrs.E.M.Banes, 31 Horslow Street, the collection has
now been given to the History Society.

The earliest leaflet advertises the first of a series
of 'Penny Readings' to be held in Mr Youd's Wool Rooms
on November 2nd 1866, with the Rev.W.C.Bidwell in the
chair. The programme consists of readings, recitations
and musical items and tickets, costing 6d for reserved
seats, 3d for front seats and 1d for back seats, could
be obtained from three Market Square business men.

For the season ending March 29th 1869, £18.14s.7d

had been received for the eight meetings held.
Payments amounted to £18.14s.63d, making a profit

of 3d! These included the cost of: removing chairs,
lighting and sweeping room, hire of van to remove
chairs, printing, tuning piano, beer (4s8d), hire of
piano for the season (£3.3s), paraffin and Mr.Youd

for the hire of the room (£1.1s.). An item dated
November 21st states 'Policemen and others,
refreshment, 1s6d'. '

Mrs.Robarts and her pupils 'assisted by others from

a distance' gave a concert of Vocal and Instrumental
Music in the Teeswater Town Hall on January 4th 1876.
As the tickets cost 25 cents, perhaps this concert
was given in Canada? Printed in capitals at the base
of the poster are the words 'God Save The Queen'’.

In the 1880's Potton had active Choral and Orchestral
Societies and on December 20th 1889 they combined to
give a concert consisting of 60 performers. The venue
was the Board School, the conductor Mr.E.Storr,

Headmaster, and the leader of the orchestra was -
Mr.W.Robarts. The violin soloist at-a_concert_given by
the Orchestral Society on February 6th 1891 was Miss
Ethel Stapley, aged 9. Profits from concerts were
sometimes donated to Potton Cricket Club, Mr.Storr
(conductor, vocalist, cellist and pianist) being a

very keen member.

A 'grand entertainment' was held in the Board School’
on April 12th 1887. The poster states 'Living
Waxworks will be exhibited and will wax bright and
mirthful when wound up. Children will dance in fancy
costumes. Tableaux Vivants will be taken from Scenes
in History and Romance. The Potton String Band have
kindly consented to attend.’' The cost of tickets
ranged from 6d (2%pence) to 1s.6d (73ipence). All
proceeds were to be given to the District Visiting
Society for the Poor Sick.

The Band of Hope gave an entertainment in the Wesleyan
School Room (now the Salvation Army Citadel), on April
9th 1891 which included Japanese and British Flag
Action Songs and Musical Drills by Band of Hope
Members,

An impressive poster headed 'Department of Science and
Art, South Kensington' advertises the 'Potton Science
School and Art Class Session 1890-1891.' The eight
Patrons listed include the Rev.G.Evans Gwynne M.A.,
S.Whitbread Esq. M.P., Viscount Baring M.P. and
J.Poole Wagstaff Esq. J.P.,D.L. The eight Potton
Committee Members had heer approved by the
Department. Subjects taught were: 'Principles of
Agriculture' and 'Drawing - second grade freehand,
model and perspective.' FExaminations were to be

held in May 1891 and certificates would be awarded by
Her Majesty's Examiners. The teacher for both
subjects was Mr.E.Storr!

studying the material- received has been most reward-
ing. We now have information on the Town's leisure
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activities and cultural pursuits, and understand the
pleasure thus derived to lighten the load of the hard-
working people of the time. Newspaper cuttings will
now be studied to gauge the public's reactions to
these events.

Copies of the 12 posters will be on view at the Potton
Show on September 7th 1991,
Patricia R.Yates.

TTTON PENT REAOIRG

The LAST of the Series for the Season will be given
3 + . .
On Friday Evening, March 29th, 1867,
In Mr. YOUD’S

BARG

ROYSTON STREET.

JAMES WAGSTAFF, Ksq.

WILEL TAKE THE (CHAIR

PROGRAMME.

Reading = Sketches in Manchester ™ My W Wil
National S.uy God bless the Prince of Wales ™
Reading © The Huguenots Battle Hymn 7 Mo 0L 1 dudd.
Chorns = March of the Men of Harleeh

Reading § 0 My Pickwick and his Friends tall) Me. Breck

! into the elutehes of the law y  on reckon,

_ “ A Sclection of Airs "

Reading  * A Curtain Leeture by Mrs Caudle 77 M. Go Kitehin,
Readiny + Alary the Maid of the Inu ™~ Muv ML Gibbs,
Sony “Tramp b Tramp ! Trawp 7 AMr. Douse.
Reading “ The CGridiron Me WL L Arnold.
Glee © Spring’s Delights
Readiny “ The Rrothers of Birchington ~ My, W, Snth,

NATIONAL ANTIIEM

Local History Conference

In July of 1989, Martin Lawrence of the
Harlington Heritage Trust organised a conference
to which representatives of Local History
Societies in East Bedfordshire were invited. The
aim of the conference was to encourage the
exchange of ideas and to bring about more co-
operation between societies for the mutual benefit

of all.

The success of the first conference resulted in
the Biggleswade Society agreeing to host a similar
event in 1990, This took place on 9th June, the
same day as Biggleswade Carnival, although this
was not intentional

At an earlier meeting of the four local
societies it had been decided that the theme of
the conference would be the publication of k
information and the various ways in which
societies could communicate the knowledge
collected by their research to as wide an audience

as possible.

After the initial reception and welcome by Mr.
Horace Dilley delegates moved to the Social Club
at the Brewery for the morning session when two
speakers from Bedfordshire Rural Community Council
spoke about Parish Maps. Alison Holden the
Countryside Officer, and Terry Westlake the Rural
Development Officer used a video and examples of
maps already produced by communities in
Bedfordshire to explain the concept of Parish Maps
and the various forms that they can take. The use
of the word "map" is not strictly correct in this
context as to most people it has the meaning of a
factual representation on paper of physical
features on the ground. As the two ladies
explained, a parish map can be anything that the
producer wants to record, it can of course include
buildings, roads etc, but can also include the
plants and animals which occur in the local

.



environment. The message was that one should us=
one's imagination to produce something which
although not necessarily a work of art would be
appreciated by the community; if it turned out to
be a work of art then so much the better.

After an excellent lunch provided by the ladies
of St. Andrew's Church delegates re-assembled in
the Chapter House for the afternoon session in
which two contrasting aspects of local history
publication were presented.

Jim Brown, the author of the book "Gamlingay"
spoke of the years of research and hard work which
went into the preparation of his manuscript.
Although he had help from many sources he had
st1ll found it necessary ftoc learn medieval Latin
and to decypher the various scripts used in old
documents. As those of you who were at our
meeting when Jim described his work will know, he
had had considerable advice and encouragement from
the late Rowland Parker and he again paid tribute
to the man to whom he referred as the grand-father
of his book.

The production of the manuscript was by no
means the end of the story, publishers, even those
who specialise in history bocks were not
particularly interested in what they saw as
something which wouold only be of limited
interest. Eventually Cassell decided that they
would publish and the book appeared in 1989 but as
Jim pointed out, the financial rewards were not
large.

The Gamlingay book did not contain any
photographs. In contrast, the final speaker Mrs.
Yates, had taken as her subject "Photographs in
Local History"”. Some would argue that
photographs, limited as they are to the period
after 1850 can only represent a small fraction of
history but tc many people this is enough. If
they can relate photographs to their families or

5.

fo events which they or their families were
involved in then that is sufficient.

Mrs. Yates showed how selection of suitable
photographs and accurately researched captions had
enabled this Society to produce three books which
had sold well. Mrs. Yates also showed how the use
of photographs could enhance the presentation of
talks to organisations such as societies and
schools; quoting the success of our street
evenings as an effective example

The use of photographic material in exhlbitions
such as the recent Church festival was also
mentioned as a means of enabling a wider audience
to appreciate the work of societies

The presentations by the speakers at the
conference were much appreciated by the delegates
but the organisation particularly in respect of
timing and the limited space available for
displays left a lot to be desired. It is hoped
that lessons will have been learned from this and
that the next conference at Flitwick in 1991 will

be free from the frustrations which marred this
occasion.

Norman Parry



THE CONTINUING SAGA OF POTTON MANOR 11 Another unexpected piece in the jigsaw I found in a motor
magazine which showed a picture of Madame Junck (aged 90)

It still never fails to surprise me that the book on Potton at the Essex Motor Show. She was a friend of the Smekals,
Manor is still selling which perhaps indicates a continuing and we have several photos in the Society's archives of
interest in the '"enigma'. them together. So I wrote to the Editor of the

magazine and obtained her address in Prague. I wrote
I thought I would give a further report,since I wrote in to her, asking about the Smekals, but I am afraid, to
the last newsletter,of the latest pieces in the jigsaw. date, have had no reply. Perhaps she has forgotten

about the Smekals or does not wish to recall that time.
A surprise telephone call from the solicitor of the Smekal

estate informed me I could collect some pictures and As I wrote before I have no doubt more pieces of the
documents from him. The framed photographs were those once 1 Smekal jigsaw will come to light as time goes on,
hanging in the manor house at the time of Madame Pokarovas raising more questions than they answer, I expect.

death. Nothing of real note apart from a picture of the

pre-war Mercedes racing team. The backings of these If you would like to know more about the Manor - then

pictures were a strange collection of all sorts of old prints, read the book!! (available from Tysoes)
etc, but one had a blueprint made by Smekal. This blue print
is the only one we have in the Society's archive of the many TCM Ball
thousand that were destroyed when the house was demolished. |
(or were they?) I feel some still survive somewhere - can Figure 2 Extract from an 1841 census enumerator’s book for Preston (Lancash:
you help? . e
~y 10
The photographs showed the work that Smekal was engaged in G?"&NMT"‘; >y Fenration Schochls
at the Skoda works, such as on a tram and electric generating Baskh-or Tommablp ol LLsbtzt— }
units. There were also pictures of his work on the '"Delta" - oo 0 manas = | norsssion, Taav ;hri
car engine and of him in a racing car before the war. (The oS - ;y? o ek Prren v shade hria ] ROYMENT, I ﬂf
type of racing car is a mystery - I referred it to Mr Ware _ L] I taniantill F 17 ) ittt !!ih
of the National Motor Museum but he has, as yet, not ooy B Loitntiadsd Vgn i 1l
identified it) ' AL N |9
Hinry Z |1 . ;hl
The documents consisted of papers relating to Madame Pokorova P leriene 2] z
including her passport, immigration papers and family photo- ' AT Y, /
graphs. WA 4 4 3 4}{/,1%“”- P
' B oo n é"\ § S ,
Amongst the family photographs was one showing Madame Pokorova _( 2 i
her husband, and a daughter. This confirms what we had heard PA 4%4'¢;J - ANz acser | 4
about a daughter but not as we thought in UK but in ! . PRV 2o PR
Czechoslovakia. ? Lreonr _ ./ | Bla Macperd 2
' Jrese (P 2tiy | :\éé;._\@;ﬂ.,»_o
The other photographs showed her family and places but, of ' o £ \ _ )
course, they have no data on them to say who and what they are | | e . 25 Werger) 2
most frustrating. (Are your photographs dated with captions?) £dlasd  ale ) “Sainl -
7 AR Gone X Wi inc| 2
.11/4/4/—/‘ . 7 |z
) forp 1z
Zm AR
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The Bedfordshire Times, 24th March 1899, HEEL
"Early in the present century there existed between $of 283 4] SE NHEES AN
Potton and Sutton 383 {": SN K ol TR K§}’€ fi
a small roadside ale-house over the door of which was the gEE §§ % \B® R 3 ) EE;E‘ 3
following inscription: Bam AL ‘ TIR] L R |5t Z
' Egé §; “" \QA '5\& 3; bt
, voii e g | - R A BRI
Butte beere, solde hear . EES ! — X Tl - |
by’ Timothy Dear S 22 é\;}*\j\gé i‘%\ WHRRE ‘ ;;i
. G 1 MEREGR i
Com tak a mugg of mye trinker-cum-trink - =B, g LN \ &éi\§$ 3 Y
Thin a ful kart of my verry stron drink 23E 25 YL Q;i AN §Q§~' ! i
Harter that trye a cann of titter-cum-tatter g%g iz i ?'&W NP N AN
And ‘windehup with mye siv'nty-tymes-weaker-thin- £33 :z o 4 . T F |
water. =37 it AL “?&k S QEQ
HEiE BN LT BRPE NI s
It must be left to experts to identify the different Ao 3 ? § §%§§ﬁ“§§ AN
kinds . ‘of drink indicated by the whimsical designations : 4 g o Il
given‘in this doggerel. There would appear to be a NES 4 JESSEANIBN
gradation both in the quality and the quantity of the s e NNA SRR RCTRLEER
drinks offered. Only a mug of trinker-cum-trink 1is £ 3?%%% ] 3 e 7 o N T
suggested. but as a quart of very strong drink is SomZiisd A3 LR :§: §§h§ﬁ
proposed, this latter drink is presumably the weaker of 1.i7%%: '3§3\ X§S§‘(§§\ :i.kg §$ 8
the: two, Then comes a whole canful of something else - Z g;gg; ;}'P\S\ g b{ N <~ A, §\ 3
‘which ought to be weaker still; and the indefinite wind- Firoizg g 5\&% \§“§ % }\\ NN IR
up,isito be made upon a drink enormously weaker than Zps8is? N ' ‘é & 1\ b N Y
water" 272888 - § S| B §\ B RIS
v2pizit N : y
To dave, ..0 other reference to Timothy Dear has been = | f ? b
found... A William Dear was at the Queen's Head, now 22 §‘feb‘§\k \E\ N
PR

that establishment. It would be interesting to know
where the sign originated, how long it remalned in use
land" more ! important, what was the source from which the
Bedfordsbire Times obtained this information,

Sun' Street in 1814 so the quotation above could relate to | .I
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Norman Parry
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