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OBSERVATIONS

Maﬂj'%%ﬁﬂrtant activities, involving the Potton History
Society, have taken place since the publication of
Newsletter Na.5.

The collection of photographs and documents, connected
with St.Mary's Church, was brought up to date and
mounted for the Flower Festival of Summer 1984, Many
visitors were attracted to the stands, and the
Secretary and her husband en joyed interesting
conversations with the viewers. A donation of £25

was presented to the Society for the work undertaken.

During the weekend commencing September 16th 1984,
the Potton Scouts celebrated their fortieth anni-
versary, Cupboards were emptied, attics searched for
log-books, photographs and camping souvenirs. All
were on view in the Bull Street Headquarters. The
Society also mounted its scout collection, and was
able to borrow further photographs for copying.

Early in November, work started on Picture Book No.2.
After much discussion, research and the copying of

loaned photographs, it was possible to choose 150,
covering the period from the 1880's to the late 1030's.
Copy was delivered to Russell Associates on January 2Znd,

The Bedford Archaeological Society is visiting the
town on July 3rd, for the purpose of following the
path of our great fire. The evening will be con-
cluded with the showing of the fascinating audio-
visual epic, which has already been en joyed by

s5ix other organisations,

A circular walk, from St.Mary's Hall, which includes
the Causeway, King Street, the Market Square, Sun
Street, Bull Street, Horslow Street and Meeting
Lane, has been prepared for St.Mary's Singers'
German visitors. A numbered map will accompany the
information, now being translated.

One of the last typing tasks, undertaken by Ralph
Yates, was the completion of the history of Potton
Consolidated Charities. This work has been approved
by the Bedford Record Office.

Patricia R.Yates,



PARISH EEGISTERS

What do Elizabeth Taylor, Thomas Atkins, Grace Darling,
Dan Albone and Henry Hall have in common?

They are all names which appear in the Potton Parish
Registers in the 17cth or 18th centuries,

My reason for looking at the registers in the first
place was to find out as much as possible about the
family of Nicholas Sparks, the only direct casualty
of the 1783 fire. There are nineteen entries in

the registers, the spelling in some cases being
Sparks, and in others Sparkes. In the list below,
the ecclesiastical year, which began on March 25th,
has been changed to the civil year for those entries
which occur between lst January and 24th March.

25-01-1734 Bapriss Nicholas an adult

12-07-1738 Marriage Serah and William Barber

21-12-1738 Burial Mory — Widow

(4=-07-1740 Baptism Pechy - son ol Nicholas and Letitim
146-07-1741 Baptism Fourby - son of Nicholas and Levitis
PT-07-1742 Baptism Mary = doughter of Nicholas and Letitia
JO-07=1742 Burial J Hary - daughter of Wicholas and Levitia
IB-11-1743 Baptism Wicholas - sop of Nicholas and Letitia
2T-01-1746 . Burial Hicholas - son of Nicholas and Letitia
=0Z=1Thi Baget i aa Mary = doughter of Nicholas snd Letitia
2h=-(=1747 Hapriss Nicholas - son of Nicholas and Letitia
25-09-1747 Burial Nicholus = son of Nicholess and Letitia
E-12-1747 Marriage Ann Sparks and John Gillians both of Dunton
(5-08-1748 Baprism Letitia = doughter of Nicholas and Letitis
21-01-1750 Baptism Jane = doughter of Nicholas and Letitia
OR-07-1751 Baprins Nicholas - son of Nicholas and Leritia
4-05%-1753 Baptism Appleby = won of Nicholas and Letitia
29-10-1781 Marriage Thosas Sparks of Wimpole and Elizabech Grant

22-08-1783 Hurial Nicholas



The repister entries guoted raise a series of questions,
some of which will be virtually impossible to answer.
Uthers could be profitably followed up by research

into the registers of Potten and other parishes,
Consider the following:—

L. Did the original family, which came to Potton, consist
of Mary, a widow, and an unmarried son and daughter?
Where did they come from? Where did the remain-
ing seven children of Nichelas and Letitia, who
were born between 1740 and 1753, go? The entries
appear to indicate that there was considerable
movement in and out of Potton., Were there
economic reasons for this? Was any particular
part ol the country involved?

2. Who was Letitia and did Nicholas go far to find
his bride? Was it normal practice for Potton men
to marry women from other parishes, and vice versa?

3. VWhich Nicholas was buried in 17837 Was it the one
described as an adult in 1734, and who would have
been aged around 70 by then, or was it his son,
Nicholas, baptised in 1751, who would have been
in his early thirties?

4. Was the interval between births, in this case an
average of 15 months, normal for the time? A brief
look at other families shows that the Sparks
family were unusual, and that the normal was about
2 years.

5. Was there any evidence of marriage anticipation
as shown by pre-marital pregnancies and illegiti-
mate births, and was this related to economic
circumstances? How did past societies compare
with modern ones in this respect?

G. Was the mortality rate as high as is often stated
and was it particularly so for children? What was
the expectancy of life in Potton in past years?



7. Can we identify from the mortality figures, years
in which there were epidemics or food shortages
resulting in a high number of deaths from illnesses
or disease relating to malnutrition?

An abnormally high number of burials in Potton in the
years 1699 and 1729 are consistent with national
figures, It is known that in England, many were due to
plague, which has been virtually non-existent since

the latter date.

Answers to these questions would go a long way towards
giving us an understanding of what life was like in the
past. It is hoped that, over the next few years,
research into the Parish Registers will give us a
greatér insight into the Potton of the 17th and 18th
centuries,

For those who are interested in what happened to Sarah
Sparks, who married William Barber in 1738, her son

was baptised on 23rd February 1742 . He was given

the christian name of 'Sparks'. Sarah died in July,
1751 and was buried on the 7th. There are no more
derails, but her age was possibly around 35. There

is no further mention in the registers of William Barber
or of his son, Sparks.

Norman Parry

N.B. Nicholas Sparks was employed as Schoolmaster
by the Potton Charity Trustees in respect of
Mr.Caryer's bequest. Money had been left to
enable eight children 'at any one time or in
any one year' to be instructed in Reading
Writing and Arithmetic. They had to be
inhabitants of the town, and members of the
Church of England.

Nicholas lived in King Street, and after the
fire, his executcrs claimed a loss of L£5].



OLALBARTLE, OMNIBUS PROPRIETCR, of POTTON

The people of Potton, and neighbouring villages
and towns, such as Biggleswade, Sandy and 'St.Notes'
(as they say), who were around in the 1940's and '50's,
will well remember going shopping, or to the 'flicks',
on one of Umar's buses,

Omar started in 1925 with a small 14 seater
Chevrolet, Reg.No. NM 7096, He bought it new, and it
was the [irst of three such buses, nick-named 'Pip,
Squeak and Wilfred'. They were purchased in July 1925,
June 1926 and May 1927, respectively.

By 1936, after eleven years in business, Omar had
about 17 buses. It was in this year that a photograph
was taken in Potton Market Square of nine of the fleet.
[t is No.85 in our lirst book of pictures. It is
Lhanks to this picture, together with technical
intormation, ohtained from a colleague in the Sandy
Transpert Society, that at last some details can be
put together about a very important, but almest
forgotten part of Potton's history.

If this sounds like an appeal for information and
photographs, yes it is! Until recently, we have only
had two photographs and an early time-table. Now some
technical information and a picture of a Bedford bus
has been obtained. But still no pictures of the bus
garage on the corner of Sun Street and Royston Street
have appeared. Later, the site was used for Norman's
Garage, which in turn was demolished so that Royston
Court could be built.

Continuing with the information at present available,
Omar, altogether, purchased about 37 buses and coaches

between 1925 and July 26ch 1953, when his fleet was
taken over, but hardly used, by United Counties.
Bartle's old fleet could be seen at the Bedford bus
garage, on approaching St.John's, by train.



Umar Bartle had purchased various makes over the
years, such as: Chevrolets; Gilford 1680T:; Dennis -
Dart, Lancet, Ace; DBedford - Sunny, Dodge, Guy Arab.
Bodies fitted to the above chassis were: Wycombe:
Buple: Thurgood; Strachan: Weymann.

His entire fleet consisted of single deckers, with
the exception of two Guy Arab I1, 51 seaters, rear
entrance, Weymann bodied double deckers, built in
1945 and 1949.

So in 1953, there came an end to the era where you
could have: 'Popped to Camgy', 'Went all the way round
Wresswoth to Bipglesidd' and 'Yer must a went to St.Notes
Market of a Thursday'.

I can remember (just) sitting in one of his buses

on Bigpleswade Market Sguare 20 minutes before it was

due out. As there were several people aboard, it

was driven to Potton, then returned for its scheduled
service, When the National took over, though,buses
would probably be cancelled, and often were.

'Missed ole Omar for a few years, didn't we?',

The Potton History Society would welcome any photographs,
information, time—tables etc. Also, another small part
of Potton's missing transport history concerns the
British Road Service depot and its fleet,
Where was it?
Off Bigpleswade Hoad, beside the Royal Oak.
What is there now?
The Ridgeway.

Gearge Howe

Prone: 16 POTTON.
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