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NEW3, FROM ABROAD i

Mr. J. Ream, of Portohello Farm, was éurprised
to receive a letter last Saptember, addressed to the
'Mayor of the Town of Sutton in Bedfordshire'. The
writer was a Mr, E, Eberdt, of the Communications
Hall of Fame, Sutton, Quebec, Canada., Infdrmation
wag required ahbout our locality and its history, in
preparation for a possible study trip. !

As the letter containad the intriguing query:'Is
there a place called Potton in your area, as in our
area?' Mr. Ream passed the letter to me, knowing of
our interegt. Mr.fherdt also quoted from Camden the
debatable doggerel ahbout the Burgoyne family owning
Sutton and Potton '.....until the world's rotten', -
and asked if the Roger Burgoyne mentioned was related
to General John B,Rurgoyne, born 1722,

This unexpected contact with the New World gave
rise to many speculations. Anxious for more histori-
cal facts, I promptly despatched copied material from
many sources concerning Sutton and Potton. I hoped
for an early reply with fascinating details! Had
'Gentleman Johnny' named Sutton and Potton during his
gtay in Canads before marching to defeat at Saratoga
in 17777 Did he wish to record permanently his
connectlon with Bedfordshire?

When a reply finally came, it was disappointing
to learn that nothing was known as yet about the choice
of names. However, we did receive a map of Bedford
District (a copy of part of which forms the front cover)
ghowing Sutton and Potton, although the latter is too
small to appear on most maps. The place names of
Hatley, Shefford and Stanbridge also occur nearby. A
holiday brochure indicates that the Sutton region is
an attractive resort, one hour's drive east from
Montreal.

If you see n group of Canadian tourists in the
gummer, do help them with their researches. They may
be Suttoniang and Pottonians - from Quebec!

-PATRICIA R, YATES,




LAND VALUES IN POTTON

When looking at the past, we have to be careful
that we are not looking with pregent day ideals,
prejJudices and values in mind., What would have been
perfectly normal to someone a couple of centuries ago
appears completely wrong to the 20th century mind.

When we consider the work which has been done
recently in connection with the enclosure of open
field land and, in particular, the abolition of Tithes,
we are immediately aware of the large amount of land
allocated to the tithe owners compared with that shared
between the other owners. The area now covered by
Vicarage Farm and Tithe Farm equals nearly a fifth of
the parish. What appears to be much more unfair is
that is comprised two fifths of the land available for
enclosure in 1814.

The criteria generally applied to the sharing of
land was that the proportion due to the tithe owners in
lieu of their one tenth of the produce was to be land
equlvalent in value to one seventh of the total value
of the usable land, There is no mention of acreags.
It was done solely on estimated values. To account
for the mixed land usage in Potton, the formula adopted
was that the tithe owners allocation should be land
equal 1n value to one fifth of the arable, one tenth of
the woodland and one elghth of the residue,

Nowadays, a valuer would assess land primarily on
its crop growing potential. In an area such as Potton,
location and accessibility would play a minor part in
his agsessment. In 1812, things were very different.
All the farmhouses were in the centre of the town and
distance from the town was the major factor in asgessing
the value of individual plots of land. Amongst the
areas available for allotment in 1814 were some small
plots iIn the Royston Street and King Street areas which
were valued at £80 per acre, whereas those on the
parish boundary near Potton Wood were only worth £19,
The average walue of arable and grassland was around £36
per acre and the total value of the area available for






























