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FROM THE CHAIR

Recently I was able to acquire a complete set of
the Beufordsnire Magazine which has been publisned
quarterly since 1947, The magazines contain many ]
fascinating snippets of information about Bedfo"dshire,
but on tne whole Patton is not well represented in
their papes. Many of the items which rofer to Potton
appear to lave been written by people from other parts
of the county or to have been extracted from newspaper
reports, Are we a non-litersry community or just shy
of appearing in print? 3

Among, items in the magazine which caupht my eye
and which may not be generally known are the following:-

Question What was CRATEROSAURUS POTTONIWNS IS 2

Answer A dinosaur of the stegosaurus family!
Part of its skull was found at Potton
and 15 now in the Sedgwick Museum in
Cambridge. (Vol 10 No. 78)

A traditional Potton Christmas dish was Apple

Florentine, mentioned in Vol 4 No, 27 which quotes

from Hone's Year Book of 1852, 'this ancient dainty

was in 1ts pristine pglory some sixty years since, but

succe .ding years saw its wonted place supplied by
something more fashionable'. Presumably Christmas
Pudding! Vol 5 No %9 gives the recipe:-

An immense dish, made of pewter or other
metal, was filled with good baking apples,
sugar and lemons to the brim, Over this was
placed a roll of rich paste, pie fashion,
vwhen baked and before being served, the 1lid
wa: removed by a skilful hand and divided
into sizable triangular portions or shares
whicl were then replaced on the dish in
formal order.To complete the palatable




confection a quart of well-spiced ale
was poured in 'quite hot, hissing hot!,

In volume 9, number 69, is found the following entry -

'Parish clerk at Potton for 43 years,
Mr F.C. Chapman who has recently retired
has never missed a meeting,!'

Norman Parry

EDITOR AL

This newsletter was designed to provide a means
of communication between the members of this society
as well as publishing small articles on members® work.
Communication implies a two way passage of information
and | hoped,as the first newsletter was produced, that
we would stimulate some response from our readers,

It is therefore satisfying to include three articles
in this newsletter from readers of previous issues, 1
hope that readers will make similar contributions in
the future,

This newsletter has taken much longer to produce
than L hoped. Some contributions have waited a long
time to be published. The Society Committee is actively
lnvestigating ways in which we can continue to publish
society material in an efficient and economic way. Any
members who would like to contribute ideas or help on
our publications side should let us know!

Peter Ibbett

OUR COVER

The illustrations from Howards' Plough
catalogue were found by Mr M,J,Ibbett during some
work in his shop (Tysoes, Lronmonger). The document
bears the name of Henry Inskip who owned the shop
in the period I&50 to 70. Do any still exist?






























