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FROM THE EDITOR

We begin our fourth year in.a confident mood. We
have established the Potton History Society not only
ag a firm part of Potton life but also as an active
member of the growing number of Local History Locieties
in this area.

Our I98T programme is as varied and wide ranging as
ever with a strong representation from our own members,
Jur membership is as large as last year and we can hope
to reach new levels during the year. In these and other
areas our task is to maintain the standards we have
reacined in the past.

In the coming year we have to give thought to the
development of two aspects of our work, One problem
Lthe commitiee is pgiving thought to is the problem of
raising money to finance future activities. Our members
subscription covers running costs and does not cover
any project expenses.s If we are to continue the filming
oI local events we have to find the money to do so,

A second aspect of our work that L feel could develop
this year is our own publications, The Newsletter is a-
start, I hope that we can produce our own booklets on
Lhe results of members work and to encouragethis I hope
to have ready a booklet on the Market Soguare for my
April talk, Locking to the future we could manage one
«eubers booklet and a 'Potton Historian' each year. With
luek in printing costs we may be able to make a profit
to help our other activities,

With the publication of the Potton photographs
booiklet mentioned by Mrs Yates and'Fotton Market Sauare!
1981 could be our Publications year.

Peter Ibbett

208 COVER  ppys and the items illustrated in this,
newsletter come from a Bond-Smith promotion of 1909,
Sond-Smith Bros. occupied the present Fine Fare at
22 kHarket Square. Free gifts are not a modern ideal




THEPOTTONCOLLECTION

In the article 'Pictorial Potton' in Newsletter No,
I, mention was made of the gaps in our Potton collection
of photographs, Since writing, three new areas of interest
have been discovered,

I was asked if I could put on a dieplay of Salvation
Army photographs and posters at the Sale of Work held on
November I5th. Members of the S.A. had also been acked to
lend personal photographs. What an exciting wealth of
material emerged, covering people and events from the
opening of the Citadel in IE90 to the present day!

Mr.C.5tubbings of Gamlingay, calling to buy tickets
for the Christmas Film Show, mentioned that he had taken
photographs of the development of Norman's Garage, then
Situated on the site of the rresent Royston Court, from
1953 to 1973, These pictures, now lent for copying, show
part of Potton's history, lost for ever, apart from this
record.

Anotner scurce of pictorial history was revealed when
Mr.C.iefford lent us his set of roof-top views of Fotton,
taken during building work in the '70s. Several changes
in the Potton sky lipe have since occurmed, so these pictures
are unigue, :

From the many photographs already copied, one hundred
and fifty have been chosen for publication., These, together
with captions and a short text, will provide a view of
Potton of yesteryear. An announcement will be made in the
Press when the book is available for sale.

Patriclia R. Yates.
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THEEMMEPRGJIECT

The discovery of film of events and weddings taken
by Mr. Randall in the I950s raises the guestion of
whether there is any more film of Fotton lying around in
attics or sheds, If there is please let us know!

Discovery of old film is one matter,however,whilst
preserving it is another problem altogether. Film has a
finite life becoming brittle and unusable in time, even
if kept under controlled conditions,

Mr. Randalls film had been subjected to water, dirt
and damage 50 cleaning and preserving it was difficult,
Then there was the editing and finding cut what the events
depicted were. Here quite a bit of Local History detective
~work had to be done, Once this was done titles could be

made and the job of editing could begin,

The guestion then arose about which bits of film to
edit out.on irreplawable source material, Parts of the
film had scratches or stains and there were some poorly
exppsed seguences. In the end I removed only that whieh
was really bad. Thus the final showings of the films have
contained material which would net normally have been
allowed to stay in the programme.

What remains is a wonderful record of events in
Potton twenty-five years ago, but the film is gradually
deteridating and needs to be copied in some way. Our funds
cannot support the cost of film copies as about £300 is
needed, Video tape copies may be a cheaper solution and
would last much longer but would have the disadvantage of
only being rerroducable an a 4.V. screen,

T feel that the film project adds an extra dimension
Lo Local History in general and the history of Fotton in
particular, I find it fascinzting to see and re-live events
which took rlace before I came %o Potton, such zs the
rebuilding of the Sharbles and the opening of the
renovated Fire Station which has become our me: ting room,




I hope that the filma we are making now of events in
| Potton and of local agricultural implements will be of
| interest and be imformative to people in the future,
| Already we have had many amusing incidents in filming them:-
enough for another article perhaps!

But the usual one is:- '"When will we see it on T V.2
/| They wont of course but if they come to our film shows
. they will and will help us to continue this project.

Trevor Ball

|
' LOCAL FILM ARCHIVE BUILDSUP

|

I The Potton History Society has an ambitious and rossibly
unique project:- to build up an archive of film on Potton.

Not only has film from 20 years ago been preserved but the

| Society has just gained its second grant from the Eastern
|Arts Association to film items of current interest for
future generations to watch.

i Unknown to most locals a cameraman has been steadily

' recording local events and old agricultural machinery over
the last year. Much of this will be shown for the first
time this year and then stored as a recorc for the:future,

| The Society plans to use the latest grant from Eastern

'Arts to film events and shopping activities in the Market
Square over the next ¥ear., rhere can be few local Eroups
undertaking such a project at present,

From a Society Press Notice in november,
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