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Opn the I%th October I9Y7 . a mezeting was held in the
Jla Fire 3tstion to consider thne formation of a Fotton
aistory society.lhe meeting elected a comrittee which
was given the task of organising the society..ln the
three years since then the society has taken firm root
and dsveloped in ways which the original comnittee
=z2rhers did not anticipate!

we plan to produce three newslztters over the next
vaar,Their aim will be to keep members fully in touch
#ith society activities and also to provide a mzans

5f sharing information about the past history of Pottion,

Wwe shall be glad to receive members opinions and
comments on this new venture as well as any items they
would like published,.

Peter Ibbstt

CUR COVER

Stone 256.

The Gravestone Survey of Potton Church
Yard continues,.The aim is to record the details of
all the stones{nearly 500! )by the end of this
year.Mr Howe and his family have pegged all the
stones for casy identification.Society members
have each been allocated an area of the grave yard
to cover.Please help us by completing your section.

rhe inscription on each stone is to be
recorded as accurately as rosszible.Our cover shows
thke type of detail required from stone 256 of our
survey.The inscription probably raoads:i=

el ¥

2aCHED to the Memory of JAMREG GRAY late of
Fettering in the county of liorthamptone who

departed this Life May 6th TEE0 Apged 25 Tears




pICTORIAL POTTCAN

On visiting our recent exhibition,newcomers expressed
surprise at the guantity of material which had been
amassed during the three years of our Society's existence.
Originally a side issue,the collecting of photographs has
become an all-absorbing and fascinating task, Fortunately,
among the Society's members are two Keen photographers,¥r.
and Mrs.N,Parry,who have devoted much time in copying
photographs for our mutual benefit.

Many local events were photographed by G.B.Symonds at
the turn of the century. His son J.H.Symonds,who lost his
~life in the First World War,is reputed to have been a bird
photographer of great promise,his work appearing in
'Country Life'. If only the photographic plates of these
two Pottonians weres now available what a unioue collection
of photographs could be made!

An article found in the church chest refers to a photo-
graph of the Manor House 'which was in existence as rescentl
as 15 years ago.As the present 'Manor House' was completed
about 1870,the photograph referred to is of early origin.
Similarly,the storm of I879 created such havoc that 'photo-
graphers were busy photographing the gpot'. Where are

these now?

The picture postcard was an ideal way of communicating
with friends and relations who had left the town and some
have returned for copying from far afield. Trooper S5.Jakes
serving in South Africa in I905 received a view of loaded
carts outside Potton station and was told 'we are busy in
Potato Season,usual scene near Potton Station at night'.

Unfortunately,only one Horse Fair picture is known.An
early view of the Fire Station appearing minutely on a
. souvenir card has yet to be traced in the larger version,.

There are many gaps in the Potton Collection,yet a ignap'
of the family may reveal a background worthy of inclusion.
We arpeal to all Pottonians,therefore,to make a search.The
family album may contain the rzcord of an event worthy to
be copied for posterity!

tazricia R Yates. GSecretary.
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A full programme of monthly meetings is orcanised by
tne Soeiety. At the timez of writing speakers have been
booked up to November I93I! The full programme will be
available to mewmbers in their membership card which will
be issued after tne 4,0.M,

Meetings to take place in the next few months:-

October 23rd. DEATH ON THE A.I. Miss Fatricia Bell

We welcome back the county Archivist to the Society.
Miss Bell has been looking into social life inRFast
Bedfordshire and has uncovered information about
deaths in the region of the Great lorth Hoad,

November 27th ANNUAT GENZRAL MISTING

TRADTIRS TOXENS Hr.b.J,Gaunt

Please nmak%e an effaort to Ys present av 7,30 for our
A-G-I‘I.

After the A,G.M. ¥r.Gaunt from Bedford will talk
about Traders Yolksns in I7th century Bedfordshire,
These perhaps anticipated our credit card gystem!

December 1Ith/I3th, FILM SHOY Mr T Ball.

Our third film show.We hope to show a mixture of
old and new iyems irocm our growing film archive,
Full details to 52 announced.

January 22nd BEDFORDSHIRE RALILWAYS MrD.J.Cadman,

A& return visit from Mr Cadmaa who gave us a talk
on Railways two years ago. Ln his illustrated talk
he will look at the county railway scene past ang
Eresent,

Zupport your societyl de rrovide an excellent prorramme
f9r members subscriptions, Visitors are always weloume,

Peter Ibbett Tropramme iecz,

Prp—




Take a look at the followins details from
the I&7I census return for Fotton,

BENJAMIN J DAVI

trl

5 Draper Age 37
Born MNeubuth,Pembroke.

Wife:~ Janet,age 36,born Porlar,London.

Family:-
Arundel Age I3 3Bora Poplar,London

Richard Age II Eorn Poplar,London

Walter Age 9 3Born Forest Gate,Essex
Piercey fAge 7 3orn Arundel,Sussex
Montague A&ge 3 3Boran Potton,Beds
Albert Age 2 Born Samlingay,Cambs
Claude Age I 3Zora Potton,Beds.

Servant:- Susan Story,ige I5,born Tempsford.

I came across this interestiing family whilst
working on my Project to trace the changes on the
Harket Square in the last I50 years.Through the
generosity of the Potton Charitizs the History
Society had been able to purchase copiss of the
census returns of Potton for IZ51,6I and 7I,These
give the above detail for every family in Potton
at the time of the census.

Let your mind dwell,as mine 4iid,on the bare
details given in the census r=turn,Some intriguing
questions come to mind,ons or zws of which were
answered for me at a recent mzziing of the Patton
History Society.



It is not difficult to let on2s imagination
wanier from dusty facts to woncsring acout the
real family that they conceal.

i visitor to the Market Square of I87I would
have moved through a tide of East Bedfordshire
conversation as they moved from shop 10 shop.The
speech of shopkeepers such as Charles Tebbutt,
James F Judd,William Housden,Thomas Judge ,Joseph
Edwards,William Masters and Richard Richardson
would have reflected their Potton birth.

But perhaps there was a corner of the Square
(probably at number 4 or 5) where the visitor
would have a change from the local dialect.h
conversation with Davies the Draper might well
have involved a change to a Welsh wavalength.

Visitors to the shop may have had to switch
between a strong Welsh accent to a distinctive
London variant of the English language in moving
from the owner to his wife.

Or maybe imagination goes too far and Benjamin
had moved from Wales at an early age and had no
real Welsh accent! Whatever the truth the well
travelled family must have brought a distinctive
touch to their corner of the Square.

What should cause Benjamin Davies to be in
Potton? Alas the carefully handwritten script from
109 years ago cannot help us. But it can tell us
something of the route he took in coming to Potton.

une may guess that Benjamin found his way to
London where he might have worked inm the Lrapery
Trade and sventually set up on his own. He has
married a London girl when about 25 so he was
perhaps not too rash a person!

The place of birth of his surviving children
( would he have been lucky enough not to have lost
any? ) shows his wanderings in coming to Potton.





















